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Jumping from
El Capitan is
Illegal Again

Jumping off El Capitan in Yosemite
National Park is illegal again. The Na-
tional Park Service announced in a let-
ter on September 3 that the 3,000-foot
cliff would be closed to parachutists for
the rest of 1980 on Sept. 9, about four
weeks after the agency had officially
authorized skydiving from El Capitan.

The letter, signed by Chief Ranger
Charles Wendt, explained the reasons
for the decision:

“The injury rate for the first four
weeks of parachuting, coupled with
continued law breaking actions by a
highly visible minority of the parachute
community, has caused the Superinten-
dent of Yosemite National Park to end
this activity for this year. A decision has
not been made at this time regarding a
parachute program for 1981."”

There have been several jumpers in-
jured seriously while jumping from El
Capitan. One man broke an arm, a leg
and suffered facial injuries last August
when his canopy drove him into the wall

after opening. Another skydiver broke

her nose badly from the same cause. A
third escaped injury when she reported-

- ly rode a “bow tie” ram-air malfunction

mto the tall trees at the base of the cliff;

the trees caught her canopy and stopped

her fall. (Besides trees, there are also
automobile-sized boulders at the base.)

And apparently illegal jumps were
still being made. Four skydivers were!
caught after making an illegal night
jump in late August. The regulations
for jumping from El Capitan say that
only 12 jumps per day can be made, and
the jumps must be completed by mid-
morning before turbulence becomes a
problem. Some jumpers were frustrated
when they found it difficult to get reser-
vations because of the popularity of the
new program, and a few of these decid-
ed to make the jump without authoriza-
tion. continued on page 2

Roger Ponce de Leoﬁ organized this 16-way wedge, the first formation of a sequentlal dlve performed over
Zephyrhills, Fla., last year. Rick Snow took the photo.
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USPA Board Decides on 81 Nationals

The board. of directors of the U.S.
Parachute Association took action on
several important topics at its meeting
in Seattle in mid-September. The

organization’s governing body laid plans

for next year’s U.S. national
parachuting championships, dealt with
several safety and training matters and
kicked several members out of the
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organization for violating the rules for
jumping off El Capitan.

The board surprised many people by
voting to hold the 1981 U.S. nationals in
Muskogee, Okla. The meet has been
hosted by Richmond, Ind., for the past
three years, and most competitors felt
they'd be spending two weeks in that ci-
ty next year. Richmond has both an ex-
cellent airport and excellent city, but
the area’s clouds and haze have seriously
hampered the nationals for three con-
secutive years. At this year’s nationals
two months ago, for instance, poor
weather caused many rejumps—re-
jumps that were paid for by USPA.

In contrast, Oklahoma has been a
relatively good site for running USPA’s
biggest event. Tahlequah, located
about 30 miles from Muskogee near the
eastern border of the state, has hosted
the majority of the nationals held since
the mid-60s. Although the summer
temperatures are hot, the skies tend to
be clearer and the weather interferes
less with skydiving and judging.

The dates for next year’s meet are
similar to the schedule followed this
year. The board announced this
schedule: style and accuracy
practice:June 25; style and accuracy
competition: June 26-30; boogie: July
RW com:
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petition: july

Next year’s world meet consists of
RW events and will be held in
Zephyrills, Fla. so many expect the RW
half of the nationals should be highly
competitive and well attended. The
style and accuracy portion, which has
attracted less than 50 jumpers for the
past two years, will most likely be poorly
attended again.

But the board approved a major
change to the competition rules that
might increase the number of com-
petitors who enter the nationals. Teams
and individual jumpers no longer have
to qualify and register for the event in
advance; a valid class D license and
USPA membership is all that will be re-
quired to enter. (For nearly twenty

continued on page 21

Nebraska Club Moves

The Lincoln (Neb.) Sport Parachute
Club has lost its drop zone when the city
decided to turn the site into a recreation
park - without skydiving. the club,
however, found it was welcome at
Brown’s Airport near Weeping Water,
Neb., about 30 miles east of Lincoln
and 35 miles south of Omaha. Jim
Vance, club treasurer, reports the

e sltuens, of Weepmg Water. have. “ac-. e

cepted the ‘club very cord:ally
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Perris Schedules 2nd RW Camp

After the success of his 1979 seminar,
Pat Works is planning another Thanks-
giving RW training camp at Perris,
Calif.

The 1980 camp, November 22-26,

will feature the same basic program as
last year’s event. It will include intensive
relative work training for all skill levels,
lectures and workshops on techniques,
equipment, and safety, video critiques,
and small-group instruction by promin-
ent jumpers.

_ “This year’s seminar will be more
comprehensive than last year,” said
Works. “We learned a lot from that one
and as a result, we think participants in
this camp will get even more benefit
from it. Jumpers pre-registering for the
seminar will be able to receive and com-

plete the reading portions of the pro-
gram before they arrive. We'll also have
more video units to work with.”

Works expects an even larger crowd
than last year, when 50 relative workers,
ranging in experience from 30 to 3,000
Jjumps, attended. :

Canopy relative work will receive
more attention this year, too, with
beginning and advanced courses offered
by Donald Johnson and Robin Heid.

Besides Works, freefall and lecture

instructors for the camp will include Al

Krueger, Hank Asciutto, David Holmes,
Al King, and others.

Cost of the RW camp is $100 plus the
cost of jumps. Further information can
be obtained by calling Works at (714)
990-0369.

Lake Elsinore May Be Lowered

Government officials are working on
a plan to lower the level of Lake Elsi-
nore in Southern Californa by pumping
water from it. Heavy rains last March
raised the lake to record levels, flooding
homes, businesses and Skylark Airport,
the home of Elsinore Paracenter. The
parachute center was forced to close
temporarily, and eventually it relocated
several miles away. :

Officials predicted several months
ago that it would take years for the lake
to recede to normnal levels. Lake Elsi-
nore has no natural outlet; evaporation
is the only way out for a molecule of
water. Although the lake dropped five
feet in the last six months, thousands of
acres remain flooded, including the air-
port. And seasonal rains will begin
soon, raising the lake’s level again,

So the Army Corps of Engineers have
teamed up with local authorities to
devise a plan to pump the lake. But
county flood control officials fear such
pumping would flood private property
along the river that accepts the water
from Lake Elsinore. “It would be

trading one flood for another,” one of-
ficial commented. .

While officials consider the alter-
natives, airport businessmen and local
residents worry about the possibility of a
repeat of last year’s heavy rains.

Kansas Night Boogie

Sky Sports 2, Inc., hosted its first an-
nual Night Boogie late last June near
Hutchinson, Kan., and about two dozen
jumpers attended to help set several
records. According to correspondent
John Schuman, the ten loads were haul-
ed by the drop zone’s Cessna 206.

One jump resulted in a clean 7-way
star — the biggest ever formed at night
over Kansas. And later than night, near
sunrise, a stack was buile, the first suc-
cessful night CRW over the state. Many
of the jumps were sequential RW in-
volving three to six skydivers.

The evening started with a poolside
steak dinner, followed by a briefing.

- The boogie lasted all night.

El Capitan Jumping Halted

(continued from page 1)

And some jumpers would substitute
for absent friends who held reservations
they couldn't meet. The imposters
would land with a grin, show the ranger

a permit—made out to a friend—and

proceed to the lodge to celebrate the
breath-taking dive. 3

The park service was also concerned
about the amount of attention the
jumpers were attracting. Spectators
would walk out into the meadow where
the jumpers landed, an act which
damages the fragile alpine plant com-

Ozone Aerosport

Ozone Aerosport, a division of Alti-
tude South, Inc., has moved to new
facilities right next to Kay Larkin Air-
port, the site of the Palatka (Fla.)
Paracenter. Ozone Aerosport makes
jumpsuits, Kkitbags and other para-
chuting related items, while Altitude
South runs the parachute center.

Don Yahrling, manager of QOzone
Aerosport, explained: “We think it'll be
better to have our shop next to a busy
drop zome.. We'll be able to give our
customers better service — and I'll pro-
bably be able to make more jumps.”

Ozone Aerosport’s new address is
P.O. Box 1889], Kay Larkin Airport,
Palatka, FL 82077, Telephone is (904)
3658054203 o verrraca iy b
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munity. Wendt’s letter did not mention
ceoncern over this situation, however.

He concluded: “We regret the disap-
pointment this action (closing the cliff)
brings to those who had a reservation as
well as those who are qualified and
hoped to jump in the future. Long
hours of work by many have gone into
this program, and we also are sincerely
disappointed in the outcome.”

Wendt is held in high regard by those
jumpers who worked to convince the
National Park Service to allow skydiving
from El Capitan. Although his primary
concern has been the protection of
Yosemite and the safety of its visitors, he
has taken an open-minded approach to
the situation, even after illegal jumping
became quite frequent. One experienc-

‘ed jumper in California summed up the

real reason for the park’s actions, say-
ing, “It looks like we still haven’t learn-
ed our lesson. If skydiving is going to
survive, we're going to have to become
more responsible as a group.”

Rumbleseat Meet Set

Meet Director Diane Kelly has
announced the annual Rumbleseat
I0-man Meet will be held at Taft,
Calif., on November 8 and 9. The
competition will consist of a 10-way
TRAC event combining a 10-way speed
star, creative sequential and team
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Bill Wenger of Pioneer Parachute Company demonstrates Pioneer’

new

265-sq. ft. Titan canopy. The canopy shown here is equipped with a high-
speed reefing system designed for style jumpers and military applica-
tions. The Titan is comparable in size to the Para-Flite XL Cloud and the
GQ Security Unit 3. Weight with risers is reported to be 10.4 Ibs. Slider
deployment is standard. Pioneer photo.

I'hree Skydive from

New River Bridge

Three skydivers jumped from the
New River Bridge near Sommersville,
W.V., on August 16, a bridge that Bur-
ton Ervin says he jumped a year before.

Brian Hinni of Florissant, Mo.; Brad
Smith of Springfield, Ill.; and John
Noak, also of Springfield, followed each
other off the bridge at fifteen second in-
tervals. Each delayed three to five
seconds before releasing their hand
deploy pilot chutes. They opened about
450-600 feet and landed on a sandbar in
the river below.

Noak, who organized the jump, also
jumped from the Royal Gorge Bridge in
Colorado last year (Skydiveng, Issue #3).
He had about 100 jumps at the time.
The jump over New River was the first
bridge jump for Hinni and Smith.

The three were “housed, fed and
transported by Ervin.” According to
Smith, who added,“I do not knew for a
fact whether Mr. Ervin did indeed jump
from the New River Bridge. But I do

AvQGas Price
is Stable

The average price of aviation fuel in

June was only one cent more than the
average in May according to a poll of
fixed base operators across the U.S.
About 25 percent of FBOs even lowered
the price of fuel by two to four cents, a
move that has been unheard of in many
months. :

The stable price can be attributed to
reduced demand and a temporarily
plentiful supply.

The FBO's reported an average price
of $1.66 per gallon for 100 octane,

$1.58 for 80 octane and $1.50 for jet
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know he provided valuable assistance
toward the successful completion of our
jumps.” Phil Fogleman of Orlando,
Fla., claims Ervin didn’t jump from the
bridge, but faked the feat. No photos
have been produced that support
Ervin’s claim, although many were
taken of the three jumps made last
August.

Noak is rumored to have his eye on a
TV tower “that’s got to be at least 500
meters tall.”

Skydiving
Parachuting’s Newsmagazine
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diving, P.O. Box 189, Deltona, FL 32725.

) o

x» E e B e AN R e T
. :

b P i SE ) s b,
FA L F P AT RS R T W TR F S e e

s s e



Big RW and CRW Formations Over Perris

Night record attemps at Perris Val- However, that didn't keep the jump’s 9. Mark Sechler 23. Kent Lane
ley, Calif., last August resulted in a participants from being wildly en-  10. Sandy Mathewson 24. Al Krueger
27-way freefall formation and a ten-way  thusiastic about their accomplishment. 11. Jackie Ballar 10-Stack Participants
canopy stack. “It was the second attempt of the 12. Pat Swovelin (in order of entry)
The jumps, neither of which quali- night,” explained Donald Jobnson; who  13. Jerry Swovelin 1. Donald Johnson
fied as an official world record, were organized the dive. “We took up 12and  14. Pat Davis 2. Mike Kemp
made on Saturday, August 23, under a  built a six on the first one, and it went so 15. John Ruhwedel 3. Len Zaks
nearly full moon. : smoothly, we decided to- go for 16. Peter Hammond 4. Sandy Doyle
The freefall attemps was organized by  another.” . 17. Bob Waltzer 5. John Askildt
Diana Rowland and Al Navarro, who The stack was built with a pair of = 18. Steve Parker 6. Jan Burton
sent out letters with a complete list of Comet Internationals on top, followed  19. Jim Edwards 7. Bill Hallam
participants and the formation to be by five Para-Flite Cruisairs, two Para-  20. Vic Ayres 8. Mike Owens
built to all jumpers involved in the dive Flite Strato-Clouds and one GQ Secur- ~ 21. Mike Parnell 9. J.E. McGill
a month before the attempt was made.: ity Unit. A stack was built of the first 22. Mike Sheerin 10. Chuck Dodson

“That cut down a lot on organiza-
tional ‘hassles,”” said Rowland.
“Everybody knew ahead of time what
the jump would be and who they'd be in
the air with, so when we started dirt-
diving the day of the jump, things went
very smoothly.”

Rowland said the formation chosen
also contributed to the ease with which
the dive was made. '

“We chose a 27-cluster,” she said,
“because it's a dive where you don’t have
to wait for your slot to appear. The last
18 slots are there and waiting after the
9-way is built, regardless of any in-
dividual performance.”

Unfortunately, the jump did not
qualify as a record. According to FAI

two canopies until the third docked, at
which point the first two transitioned to
2 biplane. :

“A stack flies a little slower and falls a
little faster than a biplane,” said Mike
Kemp, second man in the formation,
“and that was an important considera-
tion because the 300-square-foot
Comets fly faster and descend slower
than many other canopies.”

The formation was completed by
4,000 feet and held until 1,200 feet,

_easily meeting the 1 minute or 1,000

feet requirements for completion.

27-Way Participants
(in order of exit)

judge Steve Hamilton, who viewed the FF. Bobby Smith
dive from the air, a grip was lost on one MF. Ken Crabtree
side of the formation before the re- RF. Rich Brune

quired five seconds had elapsed after
completion. Nevertheless, the jumpers
on the load were well pleased with their
performance.

The night 10-stack formed the same -
night did not qualify as an official
record either, because canopy relative
work is not yet recognized by the FAL

1. Al Navarro -
2. Jerry Ryan

3. Alan Richter

4 - Dillon Smith

5. Dave Keith

6. Jobn Downing

7. Diana Rowland

8. Tim Long

The American Aviation Yankee lost its right horizontal Sabilll’ or

California several years ago. A jumper was climbing out of the cockpit of
the two-place aircrait when he accidently snagged the ripcord of his
chest-mounted reserve on the aircraft’s canopy. That deployed the
reserve while the jumper tried to scramble over the side. The parachute
tore away the tail, the jumper landed without incident, and the pilot lan-

ded the aircraft with great difficulty.

: HERE ARE FOUR TO PICK FROM

DAR-VADER 1

Excellent for novice jumpers or
CRW freaks. Non-resfricting, easy

i A ver I -pi jump-
‘ .te g pnlpu a.r oje plece. ]ll?p to fly, very comfortable and costs
suit. Single zipper step-in. Ad- s0 ittle. Single-zipper step-in, ad-
justable waist band for maximum

comfort.

1 justable waist band, arms and leg

cuffs bloused for greater efficien-
cy. Wings may be ordered Small,
Medium, Large, or HUMUNGUS,
Available in standard or custom
sizes.

All Acrylic Lots of colors $95.00

NOTICE: Drop zone operators;
This is the perfect student jump-
suit. It adds alot of class to your
operation. All students will be
uniform. Discounts available for
guantity orders.

Lots and lots of colors
$38.00

This is the only true FLIGHT SUIT. It’s design increases
the fast fall capacity and still gives the jumper tremen-
dous salvage power. Because of some of its unique
features, such as plastic stiffners (battens) and the two-
stage swoop cords that are in the wing area, this FLIGHT
SUIT gives you a greater controlled speed range without
giving you the uncontrolled buffeting a large wing jump-
suit does. The legs are equipped with plastic thrust
pads, which gives you greater forward speed without an
increase in loss of altitude.
The WORKS FLIGHT SUIT is a must for todays demand-
_ing skydiver who is serious about sequential relative
work.

Cotton/Polyester

Same as DAR-VADER | except this
_ f jumpsuit is two-piece. An ex-
| cellent jumpsuit for those jumpers
- § who prefer to wear their leg
straps under their jumpsuit
pants. (Gives better lift and
balance). Available in standard or
custom sizes.

All Acrylic Lots of colors $95.00

Available in standard or custom sizes.
All Acrylic Lots of colors

$120.00
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Parachutist hits tail of L-100 transport over San Diego drop zone

Freefall Jumper and Aircraft Collide

A skydiver was killed August 23 when
he struck the tail of a Lockheed L-100
turboprop that flew underneath him in
freefall. The accident occurred over
Boderland Sport Parachute Center near
San Diego, and is the first known colli-
sion in the U.S. between a freefall
jumper and a non-jump aircraft. -

Marine Corps Lt. John Nichols and
two other jumpers exited a Cessna 180
at 7,000 feet over the drop zone. Nichols
collided with the horizontal stabilizer of
the airliner at about 5,000 feet, tearing
a five foot gash in the aluminum skin
and killing him instantly, according to
the coroner. The crew of the L-100
reported they had struck a bird and
continued on their approach for an
uneventful landing at a nearby airport.

The L-100 is a civilian version of the
military C-130.

The other two jumpers never saw the
L-100, although they later reported
they heard an unusual noise. They saw
Nichols in freefall, trailing something
behind him and thought he was having
trouble with his gear. Actually, he had
collided with the L-100 and his jump-
suit was trailing from his ankles. The
accident was witnessed by observers on
the drop zone.

Nichols had about 250 jumps and

“was a gung-ho, hardcore jumper,” ac-
cording to Dean Westgaard, owner of
Westgaard Parachute Enterprise in
Laguna Beach, Calif. Westgaard said it
appears that the jumpers, the pilot of
the Cessna and the crew of the L-100

were all in compliance with federal
aviation regulations. Borderland is an
active drop zone that has been popular
for about ten years. Its position is noted
on air navigation charts.

_ Sport parachuting is a “Visual Flight
Rules compatible” activity according to
the FAA, meaning that separation be-
tween skydivers, jump aircraft and
other air traffic is mainly the responsi-
bility of the pilots and the jumpers. It is
legal for an aircraft to fly over an
operating drop zone, and it is up to all
airmen involved to “see and been seen,”
as the saying goes. Although jump air-
craft are required to maintain radio
contact with the nearest FAA Air Traf-
fic Control Center, such contact is
primarily required to help controllers

PERRIS VALLEY'S 1980

-

-

Nov. 22 - 26 RW SEMINAR
Nov. 27 - 30 BOOGIE

IT'S SCRAMBLES BY SKILL LEVEL
WITH TOP BOOGIE MECHANICS (INSTRUCTORS)

MAKE AS MANY JUMPS AS YOU WANT AT NORMAL PRICES & $100 FOR SEMINAR
AND FOR CANOPY RELATIVE WORK . ..

LEARN BASIC CReW TECHNIQUES &
EXPANDED AWARENESS CReW

BUNKHOUSE (RESERVE EARLY) « HOT SHOWERS * CAMPING AREA

FOOD = BAR » SWIMMING POOL
DC-3'S & BEECHES

—

KEDS'I GCETZ RD. PERRIS

657-3904

" PHONE PERRIS VALLEY AT )

PERRIS VALLEY
PARACHUTE CENTER
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separate jump aircraft (and jumpers)
from aircraft flying in accordance with
Instrument Flight Rules.

Most jumpers will scan the airspace
below them while on jump run to look
for other air traffic, but it is sometimes:
difficult to spot aircraft, even those as
large as the L-100, which has a 130-foot
wing span.

Z-Hills DZ

Plans Move

The Zephyrhills (Fla.) Parachute
Center has received tentative approval
from the local town council to move its
facilities to a site adjoining the city-
owned airport. The center has been
located on the airport itself for many
years, and DZ operator Jim Hooper feels
moving the center to private land is a
necessary step “in building the finest
parachute center in the world.”

Hooper is in the process of buying 10
acres of land that lies along the eastern
boundary of the airport. He plans to
lease a small parcel of the airport that
would give him access to the runway.
The town council generally agrees with
Hooper’s plans, although a final con-
tract has not been signed.

Hooper says he’d like to break ground
in early 1981 so the site would be com-
pleted and running smoothly by the
following summer. He plans to have a
swimming pool and camping facilities.

Yours This Christmas
in

The Evolution of Freefall

Vol. 1 of the Parachuting Folklore Series

To Order ;
Send °8.95 (Softcover) or *13.95 (Hardcover)
Plus
51.00 For Surface Shipping & Handling
to:
PARACHUTING RESOURCES
P.0. BOX 13338
RICHMOND. IN. 47374 USA

Central]
Florida
Parachute
Center

Mid-Florida Airport,
: " State Road 44B,
PARAGATORS INC. F.A.A. Loft 708-17.
Jump, Flight, Rigger, Training. Rigger
Examiner. Bunkhouse. Camping. Twin
Beech; Cessnas. No Dogs. Jimmy Godwin

32726. 904.’222-2@.




' GETTING OFF STUDENT |
STATUS DOESN'T MEAN
YOU HAVE TO GIVE UP THE |
~ SAFETYOFA
SENTINEL MK 2000.

Most likely a Sentinel MK 2000
automatic opener rode with you when
you made your first few jumps. Many
parachute centers and instructors
insist that novices wear Sentinel MK
2000s on their reserves. These
lightweight, reliable units have
stepped in and saved hundreds of
lives in a variety of situations.

But many jumpers seem to think
automatic openers are for students
only. Some say that experienced
jumpers don’t need the protection, or
that the devices are more trouble
than they're worth.

If that’s the line you've been hearing,
don’t believe itl. Here are the facts:

The Sentinel MK 2000 has been in
widespread use for nearly a decade.
Ten years of use have proven how
reliable the MK 2000 is: it has saved
hundreds of lives. We have the
letters and reports of these “‘saves”
in our files.

The Sentinel MK 2000 is easy to
use. The wearer calibrates it on the
ground and forgets about it.

But during the jump, the Sentinel
automatically monitors the jumper’s
altitude and rate of descent. If he

~ descends below 1,000 AGL at a high

rate, the Sentinel will pull the reserve
ripcord. §

And the Sentinel MK 2000 is
compatible with most modern
piggyback containers. Your rigger can

- install one quickly and easily. The

entire system weighs but a few
ounces and can be mounted so it is
protected even during the most

vigorous exit.

And more and more experienced
jumpers are wearing MK 2000s.

SSE INCORPORATED

5801 Magnolia Avenue ® Pennsauken, NJ 08109 @ (609) 663-2234

Check the jumpers on a typical load
at a big meet: you'll probably be
surprised by the number of MK 2000s
you'll see. (But look carefully,

‘because the entire assembly is so

small that it's hard to spot.)

The Sentinel MK 2000 can help an
experienced jumper cope with
situations that novices never have to
face. Situations such as freefall
collisions or striking the aircraft during
exit.

Those are the facts. Don’t believe
that talk that the Sentinel MK 2000 is
for novices only. It was designed for
skydivers — regardless of their
experience. Think about it and
make your own decision.

MANUFACTURERS OF ALTIMASTER ALTIMETERS, SENTINEL RIPCORD RELEASES, AND THE PARALERT AUDIBLE ALTIMETER

...............




CPI updates student gear with piggybacks

Club is Pleased with Student Rig

A busy club in the Northeast reports response to either a partial or total release the main risers when the SOS
it's pleased with the new student pig- malfunction; a separate breakaway ac- handle was pulled. The club decided

gybacks it bought last spring. Connec- tion is not needed. the 3-Ring Release would be the better
ticut Parachutists, Inc., (CPI) of Ell- The Eagle Student System also has a  system.
ington has been outfitting its students static line from the main risers to the CPI put high-performance round

with the Strong Enterprises Eagle Com-  reserve assembly, so that the reserve will canopies in the Eagle rigs. The club

bination Tandem for several months, be activated even if the jumper fails to bought used Pioneer MK I Para-
and a club spokesman told Skydiving it’s  pull the handle far enough to extract Commander, Jumbo Para-Commanders
a “vast improvement” over the surplus the pins manually. (Basically, the SOS and 27-foot Russian Para-Commanders

gear the club used to use. system works by connecting both the at good prices and now uses them for
CPI evaluated several versions of the reserve ripcord cable and the riser both static line and freefall novice
student piggyback before choosing release cables to the same handle.) jumps.

theEagle rig. The club decided to go  CPI ordered sixteen of the rigs with  Static line deployment is by direct' _ The Strong Student Tandem.
with a SOS (single operating system). the optional 3-Ring Release after un- bag, and the canopies for freefall are One handi_er mounted 'n.board on
Pulling the reserve handle jettisons the satisfactory test jumps of Strong’s stan-  deployed from bags also. A CPI jump- the left main lift web, activates the
main risers and then pulls the reserve dard “wrap” single point release. A club  master said the Eagle rigs can be con- Canopy releases and reserve rip-
ripcord pins. Thus a jumper can be jumpmaster intentionally jumped a verted from static line to freefall use “in  COrd in that order. A static line
trained to simply pull one handle in parachute that was rigged as a streamer a few minutes.” Reserve canopies are {rom the main risers to the reserve
response to either a partial or total malfunction, and the wrap failed to 24-foot ripstop canopies with 4-line will deploy the reserve if the jum-
per fails to pull the handle far
enough.

- release. All considered, the club spent
: about $450 for each complete rig in-
cluding canopies.
A spokesman for the club said the
é g Eagle student systems were a “worthy in-
vestment’ and several advantages
] ' quickly became apparent. He said that
%% the number of students who came back
for second jumps during the first three
months of the year equaled the return of
ool  students for all of last summer. He feels
this improvement in the retention rate
2 - : % was due directly to the new rigs.
SOD SRR : He also said the rigs make student
operations easier. The club bought the
S ae harnesses in three sizes and three colors
8 so it is easy to find a harness that will fit
a particular student.
E}E.ll e 2 3 The. piggyback configuration makes
it easier to get a student suited up
because there are less components and
ol fewer adjustments. Equipment checks
. - also take less time and are easier to per-
LR 3 form.
2K % The new canopies have reduced the
= 3 x : number of injuries. Although several
.. o g et raacess e eraeretes : students have suffered sprained ankles,
ad e RS R 2 the spokesman said, “Those landings
e : }m, & Dur!ng the past two and 2 ;x:;l;lﬁl’ have resulted in broken legs last
Ry Pk S & W N half years, Marana Sky- The better glide of the Para-
; e ; dl\"ng Center has devel ope d Commanders also means more jumpers

= are landing on the drop zone. Ellington
' < a tremendous reputation for DZ is small and surrounded by trees.
o G . being the peffect pl ace to One jumpmaster said it is easier for
c i s " ™~ . 4 students to move around in the aircraft
i a 7 learn our sport. Perfect because there is no front mounted
o weather, beautiful facilities, reserve to restrict their movement. He
: . also said it is less likely that a reserve will
excellent eql'"pment! the be accidently opened in the aircraft,
most innovative teaching since the ripcord handle is more pro-
tected compared to the chest-mounted
methods, an_d a wonderful S :
Staff combine to make CPI, which trains 25 to 35 novices a
Marana a Parachutist’s
paradise whether you have
one jump or thousands.

weekend, said that students have
positive comments on the gear. They
like its appearance and say it fits better
than the surplus gear some of them used

So whether you want to

train for a world meet or get

on freefall, we would love to

help make it easier.

to jump. There are less training instruc-
Call or write us today:

tions te remember and less emergency
MARANA SKYDIVING CENTER

procedures to recall. One reported that
A Division of B&F Enterprises

it 1s easier to move around in the air-
craft. Another novice likes the PCs
" because of noticeably softer landings.
Marana Airpark
Marana, Arizona 85238
(602) 682-4441
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According to one club member, “four of
five” out of 150 first jump students have
made stand up landings. This was cited
as further proof of the softer landings of
the high performance round canopies.

DC-3 = Camping * Showers » Motels
Close to Fla.'s Attractions

: {904) 734-5867
Beland Air Sporis . . . Box1657 Deland.Elorida 32720
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Why buy rig and jumpsuit from different manufacturers? Body Flight offers....

A SKYDIVING SYSTEM.

We considered your skydiving demands for the 1980’s.
On every experience level, they’ll be more challenging, more
complex, and definitely more expensive.

That's why it's important for you to experience the most on
every skydive. So take a moment and think about your rig, your
jumpsuit, and how they affect your skydiving performance.

_Both coordinate as a system with you in freefall, yet each is

produced by a different manufacturer. Harness restriction of
both your body movements and wing area--even improper
jumpsuit inflation may result.

Ultimately your skydiving suffers.

Body Flight offers a matched skydiving system.
The system begins with a lightweight harness/container
assembly. It hugs your body, but doesn’t restrict your freefall
movements. Dimensions are 18 x 15% inches, with a 4 inch
taper. The clean-lined design has all the performance proven
safety features you expect and demand. The hand deploy
pocket is mounted on the container bottom and r-3's are

standard equipment. Three ring release is optional.
It's also fully TSO'd.

Our jumpsuit is uniquely designed to respond in
freefall with controllable lift and thrust. Because you
buckle leg straps inside, you skydive with a balanced wrist-to-
ankle wing. Foam encased wrist and ankle areas provide
remarkable horizontal movement capabilities. Body Flight
pioneered this concept. Other features: Tape reinforced
double-seam stitching, full length heavy duty zippers, and
nylon knit neck collar.

Everyone likes colors. We welcome your custom rig and
jumpsuit order at no extra charge. Call or write today for our
easy-order form. A large selection is in stock and ready for
immediate shipment. _
Looking for top quality gear bags? We manufacture all
sizes and designs. Each crafted of durable Cordura, tape
reinforced double-seam stitched, with heavy duty zippers, and
lots of storage pockets. And don’t forget Body Flight for
outstanding values in main and reserve canopies!

Photography by Rande Delucca/Big Sky Films.
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED.




Calendar

September 20-21: Roche Harbor Retreat,
Roche Harbor Resort, San Juan Island,
Puget Sound, Wash. Skydiving, . SCUBA
diving, tennis, boating, skiing, and more.
Motel, restaurant facilities nearby. FMI:
Rocky Kenoyer, (206) 324-1195.

September 27-28, Cannon Beach Weekend,
Cannon Beach, Oregon Coast, near
Portland, Ore. Hosted by Portland Parachute
Club. Skydiving onto beach, party. FMI:
Tom Littlehales, (503) 244-0240.

October 4-5 — Carolina Council Meet,
Barnwell, SC. Accuracy, style, 4-way se-
quential & 4-way speed formation. FFI: Joe
Matthews, Sec., 308 Elaine St., Spring Lake,
NC 28390.

October 11-12 — VPC Meet #4, Orange

THE RIG

County Airport, Orange County, VA. Ac-
curacy, 4-way sequential, and 4-way speed
star. FFI: Tinker Hilman, (703) 674-5155
(evenings).

October 12-16, 1980 SAFE Symposium,
San Diego, Calif. FMI: SAFE Association,
7252 Remmet Ave., Suite 203, Canoga Park,
CA 91303. (213) 340-3961.

October 11-12, DC-3 Weekend, LaGrange,
Georgia. Aircraft include C-180 and DC-3.

Fun jumping. Camping on DZ; dogs must be .

on leash. FFL: George Galloway, P.O. Box
303, Signal Mtn., TN 37377. (617) 886-1010.
October 25-November 2, First World Cup
of GRW, Zephyrhills, Fla. 4-stack rotation
and 8-way speed stack. Z-hills rules. FML:
James Hooper, ZPC, Box 1101, Zephyrhills,
FL 33599. (813) 782-2918.

Condor 11

November 6 — Instruction Certification
Course, Para-Sport, Craigville, IN. FFIL:
Kim Stahlman, Route 2, Box 54, Syracuse,
IN 46567. (219) 457-5517.

November 15 — Jumpmaster Certification
Course, Para-Sport, Craigville, IN. FFI:
Jim Stahlman, Route 2, Box 54, Syracuse, IN
46567. (219) 457-5517.

November 27 — Skydance Inc., Muskogee,
OK. Boogie Thanksgiving Weekend.
Skytrain DC-3. FFI: Ken Hills, Rural Route
7, Box 30, Davis Field, Muskogee, OK
74401. (918) 682-6491.

November 27-December 1: Thanksgiving

Get Together, Denton Skydiving Center,
Denton, Tex. Parachute meet, CRW record
attempts, fun jumping, year-end banquet and

Now With 3-Ring Release
Just $325.000

THE RELEASE

North American Aerodynamics offers you the best rig on the market!

THE BASICS: A clean, aerodynamic profile — it’s LIGHT, (just 6¥2 tbs.!) — de-
signed for your comfort with a padded split-saddle, floating leg pads — quality ma-

terials, workmanship and construction techniques — our unique padded main rip-
cord handle that can never be lost or thrown away — six standard colors: Solid
Black, Red, Blue, Gold, Orange, and Kelly Green (all with Black trim and a splash of
White) — four container sizes to accomodate any size canopy.

'I:HE EXTRAS: Custom colors available for both container & harness at a low addi-
tional price — your choice of either 112 Shot Capewells or 3 Ring Circus Release
at NO extra charge — Hand Deploy Pilot Chute available as a custom feature.

PRICING INFORMATION: The Condor Il is a standard color with 1%z Shot Cape-
wells or 3 Ring Circus $325.00. Custom container fabric — add $15.00. Custom
container fabric, harness, and binding — add $30.00. Hand Deploy Pilot Chute in

36" or 40"’ — add $25.00.

NOW YOU KNOW THE FACTS — GIVE US A CALL!
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HIGHWAY 202, FLEMINGTON, N.J. 08822
(201) 782- 5758

awards presentation. FMI: Jerry Rouillard,
Rt. 5, Box 142B, Denton, TX 76201. (214)
824-3540.

November 20-30: 12th Annual Z-Hills
Turkey Meet, Zephyrhills, Fla. 8-way se-
quential, 10-way speed stars, 16-way sequen-
tial and 20-way speed stars; fun jumping:
FMI: James Hooper, ZPC, PO Box 1101,
Zephyrhills, FL 33599. (813) 782-2918.
November 22-26: Pat Works’ RW Seminar,
Perris Valley, Calif.. Like last year’s highly -
successful training camp. $100 entry fee.
CRW included. FMI: Perris Valley
Parachute Center, 2091 Goetz Road, Perris,
CA. (714) 657-3904.

- November 24-30: Haines City Boogie.

Haines City, Fla. Two Cessnas, formation
flights, canopy stacks, accuracy, fun jumps. A
fun place. FMI: Haines City Paracenter,
(813) 422-1419 or (609) 267-9897. :
November 27-30: Perris Valley Thanksgiv-
ing Boogie, Perris Calif. Hundreds of
jumpers in 1979, DC-3s, hot showers, camp-
ing, snack bar, swimming pool. FMI: Perris
Valley Parachute Center, 2091 Goetz Road,
Perris, CA. (714) 657-3904.

HIT THE SILK?

And hit the dropzone with these double
‘chutes! Speeial offer: Superlooking
parachute pendant on mesh chain:
$15.00, or matching keyring: $10.00,
postpaid. Order separatelv or matching
twosome: $25.00. Allow 5 weeks for
delivery. California residents add 6% tax.
Order Now! Money Back Guarantee
if unsatisfied. Numerous unusual
novelties — send for FREE COLOR
BROCHURE.

TRADEWINDS
20661 Reef Lane — Dept. 5
Huntington Beach, CA 92646

STOLEN
GEAR

The rig described below
was stolen at the U.S.
Nationals in July. The
system consists of:

Pioneer Kestrel. Serial #594970.
Rainbow with a white roof. Resin-
treated 400-Ib lines. A 5-cell canopy.
SST Racer. Serial #05019,
manufactured February 1980. All
black with red “lightning bolt” on pilot
chute cap.

Para-lnnovators Featherlite Reserve.
Serial #792172C, manufactured
January 1980.

Anyone with information on
the whereabouts of the rig or
any of its components should
contact Jim Mowrey, Pioneer
Parachute Company, Pioneer
Industrial Park, Manchester,
CT 06040, (203) 644-1581. - .- -}




Meet the only reserve that’s as good as
a Safety-Flyer:

Safety-Star

New from Para-Flite.

The Safety-Star is the latest addition
to Para-Flite’s line of advanced ram-air
canopies. It has more surface area than
our Safety-Flyer reserve, but it packs
into containers of the same size. An
improved air foil gives a flatter glide and
softer landings, while new materials and
construction methods keep the weight
and bulk to a minimum.

The Safety-Star has the same proven
features as the Safety-Flyer. It has Para-
Flite’s exclusive free bag system that
allows the canopy to deploy even if the
pilot chute snags on the jumper or his
gear. (The free bag system has already
helped save several skydivers who were
forced to deploy their Safety-Flyers into
malfunctioned main canopies.)

The Safety-Star had to pass the same
rigorous testing program that “wrung
out” the Safety-Flyer. It was strapped to
heavy dummies for drop tests at high
speeds. Our test jumpers evaluated it in
a variety of conditons to prove the
superiority of its opening, flying and
landing characteristics.

The testing program showed the
Safety-Star has the performance,
reliability and durability that only a ram-
air from Para-Flite can provide. It can
deploy in nasty situations when round
parachute can’t. It has a 3:1 glide ratio
and a 20-30 mph forward speed to get
you back to the drop zone when a round
canopy would let you down in the trees.
It can help you handle high winds that
would make any round canopy back up.

There’s only one canopy that offers
the performance, reliability and
durability of a Safety-Flyer: the new
Safety-Star. The Safety-Star gives you all
three — plus softer tandings — with no
increase in weight or bulk.

The Safety-Star is available now from
Para-Flite dealers around the world.

Para-Flite, Inc. manufactures
the Cruisair, Strato-Cloud,

S e ' PAHA FLITE Incorporated
© 1980 Para-Flite, Inc.

LA EEANTAREE S LN TEFTTT T




™ .

“THE BEST RW TEXTBOOK ON

THE MARKET TODAY”
Jim Hooper Z - Hills

BODY FLYING

NO BULLSHIT IN
THIS BOOK,
JUST 100%

Buy your copy
D. L. HOWERSKI

PARASKI

2156 STERN DRIVE
NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94558

from. = =

USA & Canada $8.25 + 75¢ postage = $9.00
Overseas Airmail $8.25 + 3.15 postage = $11.40

(California residents add 6% sales tax}

Copies aiso available from:
Coolidge D.Z.  The Jump Shack Pope Valley D.Z.

An English jumper reported recently
that an R-2 canopy release failed during
use and suggested that jumpers who use
these devices inspect them carefully.

Cliff Lloyd, writing in Brtish Sport
Parachutist, said the failure occurred on a
demonstration jump when he attempted
to jettison a canopy for an international
breakaway. But one of his two R-2s
released, allowing the canopy to streamer
and preventing a breakaway.

He deployed his reserve into the
streamer which opened with several line
twists. The malfunctioned main
prevented him from clearing the twists
and a hard downwind landing resulted.

- Lloyd was not injured.

Inspection of the failed R-2 release
revealed that the slide activator passed
over the slide shoulders without pulling
the slide off the male lug. (See figure.)
Lloyd said the slide shoulders and pivot
pin were worn, the arms of the slide ac-
tivator were wide, and the male lug fit the
female section fairly tightly.

Lloyd concluded his report by saying,
““The R-2 system that failed had not been
subjected to great usage, as the cutaway
rig was used only on selected demos. My

(The World’s Best Parachutes\

| MANUFACTURING
SPECIAL MATERIALS
: & HARDWARE
1 COMPETITIVE PRICES
fim
Embuny Sky Systems
338388 Westlong Stireet

Lake Elsinore, Calif. 82330 U.S.A.

- Rapi

o BiZEE 7&)

~ System

R-2 Canopy Release Fails

advice is, if your kit [rig] has R-2 or R-3
releases, take a very close look at the

FEMALE LUG
(Male lug is on end
of riser.)

SLIDE
(This keeps the toe
of the male lug in
place))

SLIDE ACTIVATOR

PIVOT PIN
i
SLIDE ACTIVATOR \ \’\
{in open position, \"“f-‘\\ =

but it has passed
over the slide
shotlders, leaving
the siide in place.)

1
Lee

Side view of failed R-2 canopy release.

areas mentioned above. Or, change

.them.’”

The R-2 and R-3 cancpy releases were
developed several years: ago. They're
built mostly -of parts from lanyard
“Capewell”’ releases and are intended for
use on sport rigs. Ihey are not single-
point releases — the jumper must ac-
tivate the right and left release with each
hand, rather than pulling on oné handle.
Still, the R-2 and R=3 can be activated
quickly by pulling a tab on each release.

d Transit |

- The new rig that has it all: clean design, trim size
and custom quality

All standard options at no extra cost.

Main Deplovme_nf System

Pull-Qut

{side mounted on main leit wepb‘mg)

‘Hand Deploy Pilot Chute

Pilot Chute

(leg strap or back pack mounted)

Ripcord

$375

complete

No bag: deduct $10

: Visa and Mastercharge
accepted
FAA TSO-C23B approved

L0/ Skydiving /Issue #13

Ny

~

Choice of Colors
17 Container colors
11 Tape colors

10 Harness colors

Main Canopy Release Systems

< 3-Ring

write or call today:

Capewells  R-3s

Sky Supplies. Inc.

Route 1, Box 894A » DeLand, FL 32720 « (904) 734-9641 .
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Engineers call it
“high aspect ratio.”

You’ll call it
“high performance.”

All wings aren’t created equal. Subtle differences
in shape and proportion can have a substantial
effect on the performance of a wing. It makes no l _
difference if the wing carries an airliner, a bird or { C )
you: certain designs work better than others.

Long, slender wings glide better than short stubby
ones. That’s why gliders of all sorts (from sailplanes
to eagles) have long narrow wings: to cover the most
distance with the least loss of altitude. Engineers
explain that narrow wings have a “high aspect
ratio.” They can show that a wing with a high aspect

. ratio produces less lift-robbing drag.

The flight performance of a ram-air parachute is
affected by aspect ratio, too. If two canopies have
the same airfoil and surface area, the one with the
narrower shape will glide farther. It’s a principle of
aerodynamics.

That’s why the Pioneer Merlin has the highest
aspect ratio of any canopy you can jump. Our
engineers developed its narrow shape to meet the
needs of the relative worker, a jumper who frequently

- must cope with bad spots.

We've flown the Merlin side-by-side with other :
canopies. It outflew them all, with a high forward
speed and very flat glide. (No matter what :
performance figures are claimed, a side-by-side test
will show which canopy will fly best.)

The Merlin is the ideal canopy if you’'re looking for
the smallest packing and longest gliding 7-cell
possible. And with a proper flare, the Merlin will land
you softly, even in no wind.

You don’t have to understand the aerodynamics of
a high aspect ratio wing to enjoy the benefits of
flying one. It’s enough to know you can’t use the
stubby wings of a turkey if you want to soar with the
eagles.

Check out the great performance of the Merlin by
contacting your Pioneer dealer today. Happy flying.

Manufactured by:
Pioneer Parachute Co., Inc.
Pioneer Industrial Park
|. Manchester, Connecticut 06040

N




Thais column @ written by Bob Stroud, a
Master Parachute Rigger and DPRE
from Edmond, Okla., who has extensive
sport parachute nigging — and jumping
experience. Bob will be happy to answer
your equipment and rigging questions.

Address them to Bob Stroud, c/o
Skydiving, P.O. Box 189, Deltona, Fla.
270

Report on ball Swage

Recent tests of reserve ripcords
revealed that some have been swaged in
correctly, allowing the ball that holds
the handle to the cable to slip off at
relatively low pull forces. The report,
issued by Joe Smith Parachute Sales and
Service, Inc., of Lewisberry, Penn., said
the ripcords were supplied by a “num-
ber of different manufacturers who used
different swaging techniques.” If the
ball slips off the end of the cable before

the ripcord pins clears the cones, the
container would stay shut—with prob-
ably fatal consequences.

One fatal parachute accident several
years ago was attributed to an inferior
swage. The jumper tried to pull her
reserve after experiencing a total
malfunction of her main parachute, but
the ball swage slipped off and she was
killed.

Swaging is a process where a ball or
cylinder of hard steel is crimped on the
end of the cable with high pressure. Ac-
cording to the company’s report, the
crimp deforms the cable inside the ball
to produce an area of decreased cross
section; the cable on either side of the
ball is bigger in diameter than the inside
of the ball, preventing the ball from

sliding off (see Figure 1). This taper,

plus the actual “grip” of the ball on
cable results in a very strong bond. (A
properly installed swedge is rated at
80-1009% of the strength of the cable

PARACHUTE MACHINERY BOUGHT, SOLD & TRADED

PRANSKY SEWING MACHINE CORP.

Established 1903

Singer 7-34
COMPLETE
ONLY $1100.

74 Harrison Ave. ® Boston, MA 02111

(617) 542-7000 7 F
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* Call us, write us or visit our big
¥ showrcom — it makes no dif-
ference. You'll find your next
rig, canopy, jumpsuit, or ac-

* cessory waiting for you in our %
* shelves. Joe Smith has a huge : *
% inventory of today’s popular  Call orwrite us today. *
ear, so we can (and do shi

R (and do) shiP ;6F SMITH PARACHUTES*

Joe Smith Parachute has been  P-O. Box 39 2
* supplying skydivers with the  Front St. *
* gear they want for over 15 Lewisberry, PA 17339 *

years. We're a full service loft %

R *:l» 100, S0, We. do,experi Jepairs . (717) 9385330 . R ¥ S
i repacks and nggmg = (ﬁ ?) 766'3570

The secret of our success has *
been to stock what jumpers *
want so it can be delivered in a »*
hurry at a fair price.
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the ball.

itself. The stainless steel aircraft cable
that is commonly used for ripcords is
rated at 920, so the swage should withs-
tand at least 730 pounds of pull.)

Problems arise for reasons “not
related to the crimping process, but
because of our desire for aesthetics. It is
the practice of manufacturers to grind
the protruding cable down even with

Properly installed swedge.

N

Swedge that has been ground ex-
cessively.

Cross sections of two ball swedges install-
ed on ripcord cable. The upper figure shows
a correct installation. Note how the crimped
cable flares slightly where it enters and ex-
its the ball. The lower figure shows how ex-
cessive gridding can remove the distal
flared cable. Such griding significantly
reduces the strength of the assembly.

This provides a nice ap-
pearance and avoids the possibility of
snags. But over-zealous grinding also
deteriorates the performance of the
swage by removing the tapered region of
the ball,” the report said. (See Figure
2).

The company: s;ald over-grinding was

_ found tesreduce ”the;«pull strength ‘by .

several hundreds of pounds.” The
report said the tests were conducted
with an Instion tensile testing machine
and documentation is available.

As a result of the report, one major
equipment manufacturer is pull testing
every reserve ripcord it ships.

Manuals Available

Embury'Sky Systems recently pub-
lished three manuals on several para-

CaCt
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0
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chutes it manufactures or distributes.
One manual provides technical data
and packing instructions for the two
models of the Comet ram-air 7-cell
canopy. The smaller Comet has 228 sq.
ft. of surface area, while the larger has
300, giving it claim to the title of the

‘sport’s biggest production parachute.

Two other manuals describe three
hang glider recovery parachutes. These
parachutes are designed to save a hang
glider pilot in the event of structural
failure. Hang glider parachutes are
similar to today’s sport reserves in many
ways, except they are not built accord-
ing with FAA TSO standard and are not
engineered to withstand the shock
loads caused by a person at terminal
velocity. Still, their deployment systems
and other features are of mterest to
parachutists and riggers.

The manuals are available at no
charge from ESS, 33330 Westlong St.,
Elsinore, CA 92330.

Installing Sentinel AODs

Installing the SSE Sentinel automatic
ripcord release on Pop Top reserves (in-
cluding the SST and SST Racer re-
serves) requires that the metal mounting
plate be grommeted in place to the pack
tray to prevent it from shifting. If it
shifts, it can pinch and trap the fabric
locking loops, impeding the launch of
the pilot chute.

Complete instructions for the installa-
tion of this automatic opener are avail-
able from SSE, Inc., 5801 Magnolia
Ave., Pennsauken, NJ 08109.

SAFE Symposium

The 1980 SAFE Symposium has been
scheduled for October 12-16 in San
Diego, Calif. The meeting consists of
four days of technical sessions on various

aspects of transportation safety and sur-

vival, including several sessions on
parachutes.

The technology of sport parachutes
will be discussed in several sessions.
Alan Levinson of GQ Security Para-
chutes, Elek Puskas of Para-Flite;: Pat
Works of RW Underground Publica-
tions, and. Rande Deluca of Big Sky
Films will each present paper subjects
such as automatic openers, reserve

canopy development, freefall flight and
main canopy deployment.

(214) 557-0310

l:f:)wn shop

“The Catalyst”

to hand deploy

¢ Special women'’s size harness as well
as three standard sizes

OO e e e R LB}
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round reserves up to 26 Navy Conical

e Converts easily in the field from rrpcord

¢ Reserve container accepts square and °

Manufacturer of our exclusive line of

E % Many other features available — call or write for morg information. 7 :::: E
- o] ¢ P CAMO-WEAR -
::: " :::: #; :::H: Gear & accessories made from the finest ::
| 26'LOPOSALE [ }f = =™

' o 3 ._ Slick Jumpsuits o

FULL LINEDEALER OF PARACHUTING GEAR  [iq & B RW Jumpsuits &

: = iR Kit Bags :

: S ¥ Wallets .

Fulltime I-'-I|?_g_|ng q 2 . plus more :
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If you're making demonstration
jumps for money — big money — you
don’t cut corners. You jump the best
gear you can find, regardless of the
cost.

A malfunction on any jump is no
fun, but a malfunction on a tight demo
can be a disaster. If you have to cut
your main away, it might be recovered
by a spectator who decides to take it
home. Or you might find yourself

“drifting under a reserve over a

- crowded stadium or parking lot, trying -

to pick a spot to land. And when it's all
~over, you find yourself trying to explain
to the sponsor why the demo failed.
That's why Arch Deal, leader of the
Budweiser Sky Diving Team, jumps

Para-Flite parachutes. ““We have been '

using over a dozen lightweight Strato-
Clouds for a total of nearly 1,000

jumps. There’'s been no malfunctions,
no damage and no noticeable wear.”

Para-Flite’'s complete line of ram-air parachutes
includes the Lightweight Strato-Cloud, XL Cloud,
...and Cruisair main- -canopies, and the Safety-Flyer.

o and-Sateinta( reseme pwachute,s @Tgso Para-- .
3 s :Fl;te mc aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

- And Deal’'s teams makes - some
difficult demo jumps. Consider this one
into Busch Stadium in downtown St.
Louis — at night in below-freezing
weather.

His team backs up the Lightweight
Strato-Clouds with our Safety-Flyer
ram-air reserves. ‘“‘lit's a real comfort

. to have a Safety-Flyer. I've used the

reserve once, when the U.S. flag
wrapped up in.an older Strato-Cloud
during a demo. In spite of the 12-knot
ground winds, | landed on target,
standing up.” , _

- Professional parachutists such as
Arch Deal have the money and the
need to skydive with the best canopies
on the market. They rely on their gear
to make their jumps a success and

put food on their tables. That's why
Para-Flite parachutes are the choice
of so many fulltime jumpers.

Para-Flite has spent over ten years
developing, perfecting and
manufacturing ram-air parachutes. We
know skydivers want canopies that
pack small, open well, fly fast, turn
quickly and land softly, for jump after
jump after jump. So we build those
qualities into every parachute we
make. _

‘Arch Deal put it this way: “The
quality, reliability and durability of
Para-Flite products is unmatched.”

Parachutes by Para-Flite are
available from leading equipment
dealers around the world.




Flies over to another jumper and “hooks up”

Skydiver Makes Illegal Chuteless Jump

The California skydiver who did a
freefall from a 400-foot high bridge last
March has topped that feat by jumping
from an airplane without a parachute.

Jim Tyler, of La Puenta, made the
dive on August 1. He exited a plane at
14,000 feet, flew over to Bill Parson,
who'd jumped from another plane
1,500 feet away three seconds after
Tyler, snapped into Parson's harness,
and descended with him to a safe
landing.

Equipment for the dive consisted of
unusual gear for both jumpers. Tyler
wore a Piglet 2 hamess under an Para-
Innovators cotton jumpsuit. The rig
had two long rises with large butterfly
snaps on the ends. These risers ram
down the arms of the jumpsuit and end
ed in Tyler’s hands.

Parson jumped an old Security Piggy-
back rig with a Paraflite XL Cloud..
Risers were attached to the built-in

You probably know that Z-Hills is the scene of
the world's largest meets and boogies. But you may
not know that we're also open year around. seven
days a week.

We have a 4-ilace Cessna and a big DC-3. We
offer a first jump course and an RW Instruction
Program to help the intermediate jumper progress

D-Rings on the harness and down Par-
son's legs to a point near his knees,
where holes were made in his jumpsuit
to expose the D-rings at the ends.

“We used the Security rig because of
its strength, and because it had the
built-in D-rings,” Tyler explained.

Another feature of the setup was a
reserve parachute worn inside Tyler’s
jumpsuit for seven practlce jumps made
before the “chuteless” jump. The jump-
suit was split up the back, and Velcro
held the slit shut. Inside, a Piglet reserve
was S-folded on Tyler's back with a
hand delopy pilot chute on a 20-foot
bridle stowed in a pocket of the suit.

“I made three test jumps with that
rig,” Tyler said. “I wore a front-mount
reserve and deployed the jumpsuit
canopy successfully each time. Knowing
it would work if something unexpected
happened on the practice jumps was
nice.

Facilities at Z-Hills include a loft for repairs and
repacks, equipment sales, a covered packing area,
and hot showers. Town is close by and camping is
available.

All this — plus our great Florida weather and
competitive rates — make Z-Hills the place for year
around skydiving.

faster. There are plenty of local skydivers to keep - ite of i
thi ing. 5 e
fei el Zephyrhills Parachute Center 981 Woryg Mot
X P-0. Box 1101 © Zephyrhills, Florida 33539 U.S.A. ¢ (813) 782-2918 b o

Try our swooper, the
““Crystal Cruiser,”’.
or our sequential
model, the ‘‘Quark.”’
All available in one or
two piece. All are
custom built for
“flyability.”’

Dealer inquires
invited.

Get into the

Quality _Cus_tom

|\~ JUMPSUITS

Call or write today.

Ozone Aerosport :
P.O. Box 1880J, Dept. S e Kay Larkin Airport e Palatka, FL 32077
(904) 325-4293

COTTON ¢ ACRYLIC
POLY-COTTON

Prices start at'only $95.

Visa and Master Card
Welcome.
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The practice jumps went off without
any problems. Each one was filmed by
photographers Bob Beuhrer and Norm
Kent. Tyler clowned for the cameras on
a couple of occasions, feigning trouble
with the hookup He said this was “fill-
in material,”
under the jumpsuit could not be seen by
the cameras.

. The actual chuteless jump was almost
routine when it was finally made. Tyler
and Parson had rehearsed the event

_carefully, and it went off flawlessly.

“It was a piece of cake,” Tyler said.
“We'd practiced it enough to know

’ because the reserve canopy

there wouldn't be any surprises, and
besides, anybody can make a 2-way cat.
This jump was easier to'do, and a lot
easier on the nerves, than the Pine
Valley bridge.”

In that jump, Tyler leaped from the
bed of a pickup traveling 75 miles per
hour over the bridge, then hand
delopyed a Piglet 2 canopy for a
15-second canopy ride.

Tyler and his compamon:. hope to sell
the footage of the jumps to a television
show such as “That’s Incredible” or
perhaps interest a movie pmducer in the
idea.- =

Jumping without a parachute from
an aircraft is illegal in the U.S. It has
been done several time in both the U.S.
and Canada; Rod Pack pulled the stunt
in the early 1960s over California, and
Bil Cole was kicked out of CSPA for
repeatedly performing the stunt.

Association Picks Favorite Airline

The Airline Passengers Association
reports that a poll of its 12,000 members
found that American Airlines is the
“most preferred” airline for travel in the
U.S. United Airlines finished a close se-
cond, while Delta and TWA were a dis-
tant third and fourth.

The survey rated American first
because of the excellence of its overall
service with flight attendant service and
meals being rated as superior.

Tampa was the members favorite
airport. :

Skydivers might rate Atlanta’s airport
as the worst. Security personnel and
gate agents typically refuse to let a
jumper carry his rig aboard the aircraft,
even if it meets the size limitations put
on carry-on luggage. Although a
parachute obviously isn't a weapon, the
zealous personnel apparently are under

the mistaken impression parachutes are "=

prohibited from the passenger cabin.

A skydiver who checks his gear as™
baggage is wise to pay the small

premlum for excess baggage msurance.

For less than $2, a kitbag and its con-
tents can be adequately insured against
loss or damage for at least $2,000.

Without such insurance, which must be
purchased at the ticket counter, the

Flite

airlines claim their liability is limited to
$750 per bag.

A staff member of Skydiving had the
bad experience of arriving in San Fran-
cisco last Christmas and discovering his
kit bag with all his gear was “lost” by the
National Airlines, now part of Pan Am.
It was never recovered.

Book Catalog
Available

A 24-page Awviaton Book Catalog has
just been issued by the Aviation Book
Company, one of America’s suppliers
since 1964 of new aeronautical books of
all publishers. A copy can be obtained
atno charge by writing. to them at 1640

oo catalog;

*deacrlptlons of most of them, and il-

lustrations of many. Selected pllot Sup
plles and flight aids are also listed.

_To help the reader find the-desired

“item, each book is listed under one of 44

different aeronautical subject headings,

_and also indexed by tltle in the rear of
 the catalog.

presents:

Computer-Projected

Standardized Fall Rate

A fotally new concept in jumpsuit design.
There is a difference!

Your measurements are fed info a computer which calculates
the Flite Suit dimensions that provide the rate of fall you
reguest. It's a sophisticated method that takes the guesswork
out of jumpsuit consfruction. The result: you fly better.

Call or wrife for our descriptive brochure and ordering guide.

P.O.Box 54 Pope Valley, California 94567 USA : -

(707) 9265-2053




sooner or Io-Tér, ' - ;Oll- who fly musf andl

~ MCELFISHE:

. PARACHUTE SERVICE

master charge |8 CALL TOLL FREE —— 1-800-527-7530
BB 2615 Love Field Drive Dallas, Texas 75235 o 214/351 5343
Send for our catalog $1.00 U.S.,.$5.00. Fore:gn (Re!undable on flrstsio.oo order.).’
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Books

Owning and Operating a Parachute
Drop Zone, by David A. Schulz. Pub-
lished by Skyword Publishing Company,
2203 Ridge Drive, Broomfield, CO
80020. Looseleaf. $20.

“Nine out of ten business failures are
due to managerial deficiencies.”
_ This sobering sentence appears in the
very beginning of this looseleaf book by
Dave Schulz, and it helps put the rest of
the publication into perspective. Run-
ning a drop zone is a business, and the
principles that work for a supermarket
or steel mill will work for a drop zone.
Schulz’s book is a good effort to give
future drop zone owners useful informa-
tion and advice on the business aspects

But the book’s lack of depth is more
than compensated by its width. The
reader quickly becomes aware of the
fact that there’s much more to running
a parachute drop zone than buying an
old Cessna 182, finding a little-used air-
strip and handing out a few brochures.
A reader who practices what the book
preaches is more likely to have a profit-
able enterprise than his competitor
down the road who runs his drop zone
by the seat of his pants.

Despite its few superficial shortcom-
ings, Owning and Operating a
Parachute Drop Zone is easily worth the
$20 price. —MFT

Please rush me my copy of United We Fall. My check
or money order for $12.75 is enclosed. ($11.95 plus 80°
shipping). | understand | may return the book within 10

days of receipt if | am not completely satisfiad. Name

= Leam advanced relative work by reading

by Pat and Jan Works

United We Fall brings you 366 information-packed pages on every aspect of
relative work: skydancing, sequential, competition, CRW, gear and more. Pat and
Jan Works, the authors of The Art of Freefail Relative Work, have compiled the
best work of 20 writers-sky divers into one volume. Not only does United We Fall
contain useful “how to" information, it provides for many hours of entertaining,
thoughtful reading. Profusely illustrated throughout.

... United We Fall js something to throw into your kitbag and carry
everywhere. For every jumper interested in the attainment of freefall
excellence . .."

Robin Heid, Editor, Parachutist

SIS E NSNS ECS IS NS NN EENERESENESEENSEsEEEg

USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER TODAY

RW Underground Publications o
1656 Beechwood Avenue City, State. ZiP S as e
Fullerton, CA 92635 Country

SATISEACTION GUARANTEED

of planning and running a drop zone.

Schulz tells the reader the ins and
outs of marketing, advertising, account-
ing, financing, insurance, student train-
ing, legal considerations and managing
a staff. The book is logically organized
and easy to read; Schulz does not use
ten-dollar words that are meaningless to
those who do not have a degree in
business.

Schulz based his book on his thesis for

a business degree from Southern Illinois
University. He’s an experienced jumper,

but not a DZ operator. His publisher
feels his “outsider’s view" of the business

is important, since the many drop zone

operators ‘he interviewed spoke freely
and openly.

The reader should remember, how-
ever, that the book is basically a guide
— almost an expanded outline. Most
topics receive a thoughtful but almost
superficial discussion, and the reader
will want to consult other sources for

more information.

The text, which is double-spaced
typewritten straight from a word pro-
cessor, is illustrated with poorly repro-
duced photographs. Schulz, however,
has assembled a comprehensive collec-
tion of sample forms, brochures and
other publications that would save a
drop zone operator much time and
money developing them from scratch.
The book even includes a complete copy
of Issaquah (Wash.) Parachute Center’s
student training manual.

CAMERA RING SIGHTS
Of the camera sights available today, this is
the best. Not a Newton Ring Sight. $50 com-
plete with swivel mount; $35 with bracket
only. Limited supply, act today.

Westgaard Parachute Enterprise
PO Bex 698, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

F
SPORT PARACHUTIST BUCKLE )

33" x 2"
: $8.50
$9.50
add 75¢ postage per buckle

Handsome CHROME plated
Antiqued Chrome (No Color)......:
Baked Epoxy (Blue) Sky Bkgrd.....
New Jersey Res. No C.0.D.
Add 5% N.J.S.T. Send Check or
' —=== &=, Money Order
ROBERT M. BALUWIN COMPANY

1615 Plainfield Ave., So. Plainfield, N.J. OTUBDi

7
’

ESS has the Australian
PIGMEE in stock. The
U.S. Pigmee will be pro-
duced in all models. Static
line & Freefall systems
are priority, the advanced
model will be soon to
follow.

Advanced Model $380.00

Your choice of colors. Instruction
movie & manuals available.

PIGMEE II ripcord
¥ Freefall model

The PIGMEES have
come a long way . . . .!

PIGMEE [l hand deploy
Advanced SCR model

PIGMEE is the only sys-
tem you can jump from
static line to your SCR.

Simply update the main

canopy.

L S X 4 -
B e

PIGMEE IIS static line
o Training model

for further information, call or write;

Embury Sky Systems
33330 Westlong Street

Lake Elsinore, Calif. 82330 U.S.A.
7146782174

The PIGMEE has been
in use in Australia for
over two years, now its
your turn.

Compatable with all
popular reserves, round or
square.

W/Static line & ripcord $395.00

™
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~ The 1979 U.S. Parachute Team
: had this to say about the rigs
‘they jumped at the World Meet:

P ~ “‘We recommend the Wonderhog Sprint
T as the finest rig made in the world today.’’
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‘ MARTY MARTIN

? Cfdﬂm’\ £
- - - JIM CAPTAI

Although the 1979 US. Parachute Team
could have selected any rig to take to the
World Championships, it picked the Wonder-
hog Sprint. That makes the fourth U.S. RW
Team in a row that jumped Wonderhogs.

We appreciate the confidence these
champions have in the Wonderhog. They
tell us they like the comfort, safety, appear-
ance and performance of our rig.

You don't have to be a world-level com-
petitor to enjoy these features, either. All
corrk1e standard with every Wonderhog we
make.

8 Call or write us today if you would like us
fl to build a Wonderhog for you.

JALY welative Worishop

1050 Fliteline Blvd. @ Deland, FL 32720 ® (904) 736-7589

o
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There is more to buying a new rig than just buying
parachutes. Because when it's skydiving time, it's not
the time to be hunting for a rigger. Or finding out you're
short a pilot chute bridle. Or that you paid for
something you didn’t want. Or discovering your new

- main has the wrong risers. It's happened to us, in fact,

that's one of the reasons we started the Jump Shack.

That's why there’s more to delivering a rig than just
selling parachutes. This is the time we do our job,
because it all has to fit together. The reserve has to fit

‘the reserve container. The main has to fit its container.

The harness has to fit you. All the components must be
compatible — that's the law.

When you call the Jump Shack, our staff of expert
skydivers and parachute technicians goes to work. We
make sure everything you ordered is there. We make
sure everything fits. We pack and seal your reserve. We
even assemble your main. :

We not only sell complete rigs — we also sell com-
ponents and accessories. We have something for all

your skydiving needs. We have, for instance, the largest
stock of jumpsuits in the world.

At the Jump Shack we do more than just sell
parachutes and accessories. We try to provide the best
service possible. From a hook knife to a complete rig,
we try to put everything together for you. .

Call us or any Jump Shack dealer around the world.
(If there isn’'t a Jump Shack dealer near you, call us
direct.) : - :

(M Shack

Jump Shack Jump Shack South
29706 Grand River - 715 Fifth Ave.
Farmington Hills, Mi 48024 Zephyrhills, FL 33599
(313) 478-6066

(813) 788-2748



Boenish makes the jump with seven others

Cliff Jumps Made in Norway

Skydivers in northern Europe have
found a cliff in Norway with a 3300-foot
perpendicular wall that is several
hundred feet higher than El Capitan in
California. Eight jumpers, including
Carl and Jean Boenish from the United
States, leaped from the rock on July 23
and landed without injury in the valley
below.

According to Skydiving correspond-
ent Henrik Enbom of Finland, the chiff
is called the Trollwall and is located
about 200 miles northwest of Oslo in a
place called Andalsnes. Andalsnes is

several Finnish jumpers began consider-
ing the area as a “European El Capitan”
last year.

Enbom and the eight jumpers who
eventually made the jump arrived at
Andalsnes on July 11 and waited eleven
days for the weather to clear. Carl
Boenish, a freefall photographer who
organized the first successful jumps off
El Capitan two years ago, was there to
film the effort. Jorma Oster, a Finnish
freefall photographer was the main
organizer of the jumps. He told Sky-
diving several months ago of his plans.

Enbom walked down the mountain

famous as a mountaineering site, and

S

‘Cy¢C

on July 22 and returned home, unable
to wait any longer. He received word
several days later that the weather had
cleared the next day and the group
jumped.
One jumper had a malfunction and
“slightly injured” when he landed
on the talus slope at the base of Troll-
wall, while the others landed unevent-
fully in a small 50 x 300-foot area
several thousand feet away.

Now Available!

PRESCRIPTION SKY DIVING LENSES

DEVELOPED AND TESTED AFTER MORE THAN 100
SKY DIVES BY DR. J. MATTHEW HUNTER

FEATURES:

e Safety Hardened Lenses

» Designed to easily snap in and out of the popular Kroop Goggle
= Unlimited peripheral vision

» Endorsed by Jim Hooper of Z-Hills drop zone

e Available in clear, smoke, amber, green, and blue colors

The CSPA reports that the FAA has
issued an airworthiness directive at the
request of Strong Enterprises of Orlan-

S 00 Plus $1.50 Postage do, Fla., regarding angled plastic Pop
on’y 55 And Handllng 5 SMlﬁ'IYTHEErVEl-l?JNTER Top reserve ripcords. The airworthiness
(Exira strong preseriptions . . . add §5.00) DR J'P 0. BOX 3243 directive (80-13-01) requires that all
Send Check or M.0. and your prescription HOLIDAY, FL 33590 such handles be replaced .with metal
= with P.D. and color choice to: Allow 4-6 wesks delivery = ripcord handles.

The airworthiness directive was the

SKYDIVING JUMPSUITS
QUALITY ONE OR TWO PIECE JUMPSUITS

100% acrylic fabric. Both the arm & leg bloused and closed with velcro cuffs
Extra large wings area and leg bells make for a balanced jumpsuit - to allow for
smooth swoops, floatability and excellent stopping power. Super quality & workmanship
offered in a rainbow of colors make the EAGLE one hot skydiving jumpsuit.

FEATURES

_Eagle Step-In. One piece single zipper design eliminates zipper failure. Large wings with buil¢

in swoop cords (fixed or shock cord) standard. Leg/hook knife pocket. Plenty of fabric from the
waist down for balanced flying. Medium & Large.

Eagle Two-Piece. Two piece design with heavy duty YKK jacket zipper. Large exiended wing area

with built in swoop cords (fixed or shock cord.) Adjustable jacket hold down stapes and waist band.

Pant openings for inside harness wearing. Leg/hook knife pocket. Medium and large.

$89."° for house colors, Custom «olor size $10.° additional.
Colors: white, black blue, red, It. vlue, tan, brown, yellow, orange, green.

Contact your local dealer

"5 QA/THE RW SHOP)

ROUTE 13 = BROOKLINE, NH 03033  (603) 673- 5857

Pentti Pukkila drops off the Troll Wall in
Norway. Pukkila is the second jumper to
leap from the cliff; Jorma Oster made the
first jump a few minutes before. The photo
on the right shows (standing, I to r): Pentti.
Pukkila, Jukka Heikkinen, Timo Liukkonen.
Oster is kneeling. The Troll Wall is in the
background; the jump site is near the cleft
in the wall directly over Heikkinen’s head.
Jorma Oster photos.

Enbom said the Trollwall has an
“amphitheater” shape. Looking down
from above, the cliff has a concave
shape — the surrounding sides extend
around the exit point, so a jumper sees
rock to his sides as well as beneath him
as he tracks from the edge. Because of
updrafts, a jumper under canopy enjoys
a long canopy ride.

Enbom did not say whether such
jumping is legal in Norway.

CSPA Issues Technical Bulletin

result of a fatal parachuting accident
earlier this year in Indiana that involved
a Pop Top plastic ripcord handle. Ac-
cording to witnesses, the handle broke
and separated from the reserve cable
when a jumper pulled on it after a
breakaway. The jumper was then un-
able to pull the ripcord and was killed
on impact.

The Jump Shack will replace plastie
ripcord handles with metal ones. The
ripcord should be sent to the company
at 29706 Grand River, Farmington
Hills, MI 48024, with sufficient return
postage and $4.00. The company will
install a new metal handle and return it
promptly. Prompt handling will be aid-
ed if each ripcord is tagged with the
owner’s name and return address.

HACKEY HEADQUARTERS
SOURCE OF OFFICIAL HACKEY FOOTBAGS

NOW: In brilliant colors!

$6.95 plus 50¢ postage.
(QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE.)

Westgaard Parachute Enterprise
PO Box 698, Laguna Beach, CA 92652

BACK ISSUES

Find out what youw’ve missed and
complete your collection of
parachuting’s newsmagazine.

Copies of all issues of Skydiving are
available for $2 each postpaid for 1-5 copies
or $1.50 each for 6 or more copies. To order,
specify issue(s) wanted by number and in-
clude your name and address. (Since stocks
of some issues are running low, your money
will be refunded if the issue(s) you order is
no longer available)) Mail your order with
cash, check or money order to:

SKYDIVING BACK ISSUES

P.O. Box 189 « Deltona, FL 32725 USA

........................

204 Skydzmng/!ssue#ﬂ
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USPA Board Meets

(continued from page 1)

years, competitors have had to meet cer-
tain minimum performance standards
several weeks before the meet to be eligi-
ble to enter. The most common way to
qualify was to perform well in the
regional conference meets run by the
USPA.)

‘According to one observer, Rich-
mond and Muskogee weren't the only
two towns that wanted to bid on the na-
tionals. Perris Valley Paracenter in
Southern California sent USPA national
director Jimmy Davis with its bid in his
briefcase, but Davis arrived late at the
meeting. The board had already decid-
ed to accept Muskogee’s bid and the one
from Perris Valley received only passing
consideration.

The board dealt with other matters
besides competition and the nationals.
The USPA safety and training commit-
tee decided that the minimum altitude
for canopy docking should be 1500 feet,
five hundred feet higher than the
1000 foot altitude that is commonly
recommended by CRW enthusiasts.
The decision was reached after the com-
mittee studied reports of CRW ac-
cidents and incidents. :

The committee has also drafted a
recommended progression that novices
should follow when making early jumps
on ram-air canopies.

The board also approved substantlal.

increases to the fees charged applicants
for the association’s ratings. Jump-
master rating application fees went
from $10 to $25, while instructor ap-
plicants will pay $25 instead of $10, and
instructor/examiner applicants will pay
$50, up from $30.

The board, perhaps feeling it needed
to borrow a page from the FAA’s “get
tough” policy, expelled seven members
from the USPA for making jumps off El
Capitan in Yosemite National Park
without following the rules adopted by
both the USPA and the National Park
Service. Steve Haley, Carl Winther,
Dennis Murphy, Royce Parker, Peter
Hart, T.S. Flint, and Mike Steele from
Northern California were permanently
kicked out for performing relative work
from El'Capitan last month for televi-
sion cameras, “because we want to pro-
ve RW can be safely performed from up
here,” as one of the seven apparently
told the audience. (Regulations state
that no RW will be performed.)
Although the details were sketchy at
press time, the seven were supposedly
accused of additional violations, also.

FAA Levies Fine
on Charter Company

A Houston-based Learjet operator
has given the FAA a $300,000 check for
illegally operating its aircraft according
to the more-lenient FAR Part 91 instead
of Part 121.

Fondren Enterprises could have been
fined up to $1,500,000 for its illegal
operations, but the FAA settled on the
$300,000 figure.

The fine is considered to be another
get tough” action by the federal agency.

% % OCTOBERFEST BOOGIE = =
Pelicanland, Md.

Oct. 11-13 e DC-3, Lodestar

Party on Sat. with crabs,

beer, movies, chicken, band

FMI: M1chae1 Mount

Five other jumpers who are not USPA
members were labeled “ineligible tor
membership” for similar reasons and
any applications received from the five
would not be accepted.

In addition, eleven skydivers were
suspended from the organization for

one year for such deeds as driving

vehicles part way up the backside of El
Capitan. Those suspended include
Robert S. Peterson, jeannie McCombs
and Ray Cottingham.

With the axe swinging wildly, the
board also suspended Bill Parson and
Jim Tyler, the two skydivers who were
involved in performing a “chuteless
jump” recently.

Except for Parson and Tyler, the ex-
pulsions and suspensions were a reaction
to the fact that injuries and rule viola-
tions caused the National Park Service
to order a halt to jumping off El
Capitan only about five weeks after the

activity was finally approved in early
August Several board members had
worked hard to convince first their col-
legues, then the park service, that jump-
ing from the cliff could be done safely
and orderly. The park service stated
that the “actions of a highly visible
minority” was a big reason the approval
was withdrawn. The board proved in
Seattle it was willing to deal directly
with those who it felt were the cause of
the government's decision to halt the
jumping.

The board also took action to try to
convince the park service to change its
mind and reinstate the program.

Moving on to other matters, the
board awarded the 1980 National Col-
legiate Parachuting Championships to
Marana Skydiving Center in Marana,
Ariz. Practice will be December 27,
with competition scheduled for
December 28-30. Marana was last year’s

Meet the SAC
(Security AeroConical)

The Round Reserve, engineered to meet the specific
requirements of today’s active skydiver!

5.7 Ibs. of SECURITY

WHAT IS IT? The smallest high profile, parabolic round canopy in the world,
WHAT IS IT MADE OF? 11 oz Ripstop “O" porosity (F-1T) nylon fabric, dupont
high tenacity 330 yarn, heat and ulfra violet resistant
(flourocarbon finish). -
HOW IS IT MADE? Bias constructed, mesh covered fri-vent, d|oper controlled
deployment.

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Opening Time-1.4 seconds
Rate of Descent-14-16 FP.S. w/170 lbs.
360° Tum-4-5 seconds

Forward Speed! apprx. 10 MPH.

COMPATABILITY

Security System/PN 79A 1684-SAC.
SST Racer, Model-O51
Wonderhog II-P Designated
Classifier

Suggested Reftail

$365.00

Available now from our worldwide

network of dealers.
GQ Security Parachutes, Inc.
PO Box 3096
San Leandro, CA 94578
(415) 357-4730

U.S.r Patent No. 3758056

host. Del.and (Fla.) Sport Parachute
Center also submitted a bid.

The next meeting of the board will be
in St. Louis on January -16-18, 1981.
The organization will cenduct an elec-
tion for a new 22-member board late
this year, and the meeting in St. Louis
will be the first of that new group. .

@ KELLYGEAR

Parachute Distriburors

SERVING THE LOS ANGELES —SAN DIEGO
AREAS AT ELSINORE!

TOP BRAND NEW & USED GEAR!
We will sell your gear on consignment.
* Rigging Service
We specialize in
Honest and friendly service.

Max and Diane Kelly (714)
16585 Marshall 674-5380

TSO C-23b, In Standard Category

Lake Elsinore, California 92330

Skydiving /lssue #13/21



A 12—way “no-sunter” fllmed near Houston in early August Photographer
Rick Snow, who also jumped without a jumpsuit to take this picture, said

Saudis Report to ZHills for RW Training

Fourteen Saudis arrived in Zephyr-
hills, Fla., in early September to spend
seven weeks learning all they can about
relative work. Zephyrhills Parachute
Center has hired ‘several additional
relative work instructors especially for
the group, according to Owner Jim
Hooper.

“From what I've been told the group
consists primarily . of basic freefall
students being sent here at the expense
of the government of Saudi Arabia,”
Hooper reported. He added that Dave
Howerski, a globe-trotting Englishman

who authored the RW book Body

Flight, arranged the trip.

The parachute center hired several
experienced skydivers to work in the
RW training program it runs. Hooper
said Garry Carter, Skratch Garrison and
Joan Murphy will work with the Saudis
and other visiting jumpers who partici-
pate in the free training program.

Hooper also said Jerry Bird will direct
the training program this winter. Bird
and Carter are both members of the
world champion Mirror Image 8-way
team.

Synthetic Jet Fuel Made from Shale

In an unprecedented breakthrough,
synthetic jet fuel processed from shale
oil has successfully met all military

be processed into aviation fuel. The Air
Force predicts by 1983 it will contract
for 9500 barrels of synthetic jet fuel

the opening shock was “brutal:” No wonder. engine specifications, and the U.S. Air daily. Both the Air Force and the Na
e P g Sc e vy
-Force is eager to receive regular are engaged in million-dollar shale oil
| deliveries of the synfuel by 1983. More research projects.
: : i : Proj
" than 11,000 gallons of JP4 were refined
from shale oil and extensively tested by Boeing Commercial Airplane Co.
. ¢ (% » B ? military engine manufacturers. Test recently completed a three-year study
RePQrt Deflnes PrOflle' Of R]'Sk Takers results this spring showed no difference on synethic jet fuel, and found that
In an article in a a scholastic journal taking athlete is of someone with a in performance characteristics from the shale oi_I and liquid coal offer. viable
for physical education and recreation, tremendous need for achievement, very JP4 now refine'd from crude oil. ) alternatives to fuel produced from
researchers recently reported on some of dominant, naturally aggressive, tough- The synfuel is proof that shale oil can  crude.
the characteristics of athletes who par- minded and extremely exhibitionistic.
ticipate in high-risk sports. They thrive on recognition.” G : 1 q s S S f I ;
| The article was written by Joseph nera Vlatlon a Cty pI'OVCS
Levy and appeared in a recent issue of Ogilvie also said “there is a lumatic s : 3 :
the Journal of the Nevada Association fringe” around groups of athletes in ~ General aviation completed 1979 Board, which released the report, said
: e : : - o k. with a safety record that was significant- the decline in accident rates could not
for - Health, Physical Education and high risk sports, “but as a group, risk Y. gn
Recreation. Levy said that research by taking athletes aren’t crazy. They just ly better than previous years, but the be attributed to less flying or the rise in
- Bruce Ogilvie — who has studied sky- have a need to extend themselves to the ~U-S. government is at a loss to explain  the cost of fuel. Fuel usage and other
divers and other “thrill seekers” — limits. They feel it’s a life half-lived if the reasons for the improvement. statistics 1r.1d1cate general aviation flying
found that “the profile of a typical risk- they’re not challenged.” Total general accidents declined six increased in 1979.
percent to 4,494, the lowest number -
since 1969, The number of fatal acc INeW Pioneer Dealers
cidents decreased even more sharply — Pioneer Parachute Com Ma
ea mern an pany of Man-
% nnl Equ'lp t Con Re Yy 17 pt;:cent o gg?; éast yearl,_ the lowest  chester, Conn., added three parachute
- number since . Fatalities were i dealers to its U.S. network of
; L) 22 ‘ equipment dealers to 1ts U.5. network o
. All you really need is SecuIItY down to 1,311 cofnpared to 1,770 in  sixteen distributors.
1978 and 1,310 in 1980. The 1979 Para-Phernalia, Issaquah, Wash.;
THE SYSTEM SAC fatality figures include the 142 people parachute Associates, Lakewood, N.J.;
UNIT 26' LOPO RESERVE killed when a PSA Boeing _727 clobber- .4 Gontinental Alr Sprots, Xenia,
ed: a Cessna 172 from behind over San  Qhio, will sell and service all Pioneer
Diego._ sport parachute ' products. Pioneer
e . : The overall rate of 10.6 accidents per manufactures the Titan, Kestrel,
Call or write jeanni McCombs, 833 Baker, San Francisco, CA 100,000 flight hours was the lowest ever Merlin and Superlite ram-air canopies
94115. (415) 922-1003. Answering machine days and weekends. recorded. as well as several reserves and harness
The National Transportation Safety and container systems.
| ON THE
3 PARACHUTING, The Skydivers’ Handbook is hot off the press with a fresh up-to-date look at our
i sport. In 179 pages and 350 photos and drawings, this new book takes over where Gunby left off
I in the 60’s. Meant as an easy reading training text for novice and intermediate parachutists, it is
enjoyed by both jumpers and whuffos. This book is about you and what you do — skydive!
= $5.95 pp soft cover, $11.95 pp hardcover.
PARACHUTE RIGGING COURSE, A course of study for the FAA senior rigger certificate. 16 lessons
: . 1 and 60 large workbook type pages filled with assignments explanations, projects, sample ques-
*The Altitude Shop, Inc. eNational Farachute Supply, Inc. tions and detailed referenced answers. Designed to help you pass the FAA written, oral and practical
eButler Parachute Systems -Parachlutmlg Publications tests. $9.95 pp.
gE it T net o Saraflitc, ic THE PARACHUTE MANUAL, a technical treatise on the
s G parachute. An expanded, updated.
*The ?hute Sh(-)p 'Pacra-Clear =qtiphieut completely revised second editicn of this well known, authoritative work. Over 500 large 812 x 11
eContinental Air Sports, Inc. SHpaRy pages and 2000 illustrations. Known as the “‘Bible” to parachute riggers everywhere. Improved,
*D, J. Associates, Inc. -;ara-lgngvitors = Inc more durable binding. $29.95 pp.
i L €5 .
Sal Sgcunty faochuies -R?l’:fiv:\ioriioh%a Tac I/E COURSE, a program of home study for parachuting Instructor/fExaminer candidates. The
*Quardian Parac'hute x Sh B : workbook consists of lessons which parallel the writien IE test sections; each one has an
*George G. Harris IS aplop assignment, explanation, sample questions and detailed, referenced answers. New, 3rd revised
Corporation eShoobi Systems, edition. $9.95 pp.
7/ aes Sm!t'h Earaclisteales nstBodth;lgilé;;:C. PARACHUTING MANUAL W/LOG. A compact, yet complete basic instruction manual tor the
l 'Th‘z ?ﬁﬁgghack e -Stf::gr Er?t:rprises : navice. A wealth of parachuting knowledge in a handy. easy-io-carry pocket sized format. New.
I eLincoln Parachuée Loft eWestgaard Parachute expal?ded.revused edmon.$1.5? pp.‘ : : ;
} [ sMcElfish Parachute Service Enterprises, Inc. All prices include postage. Californians add 6% sales tax. Satisfaction guaranteed.
L Dan Poynter, P.O. Box 1232-2
pr— FREE DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE SANTA BARbARA, CA 9310}

.
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Many “old timers” get-together to remember the early days of RW

Taft DZ Celebrates Its 18th Year.

by Robin Heid

A party and boogie was held at Taft
DZ in southern California on the 23rd
and 24th of August to celebrate the
drop zone’s 20th anniversary. Taft was
well known in the mid-1960s when
relative work was becoming popular.

Art Armstrong, owner and operator
of the facility since it opened in 1961,
held the boogie to “thank everyone for
their support and interest over the
years.”

A DC-3 was bought in with a load of
jumpers from Perris to supplement the
center’s two Cessnas and Beechcraft.

. Jumping was not the focal point of
the boogie, however, as most of those at-
tending the party spent the day drinking
beer and reminiscing about the “old
days.”

Among the old-timers on hand were
five of the jumpers in the world’s first
eight-man star — Gary Young (SCR 1),
Bill Newell (SCR 3), Bill Stage (SCR 5),
Jim Dann (SCR 6), and Don Henderson

New Catalogs Ready

Continental Air Sports has published
a catalog of the parachutes and ac-
cessories it offers. It's a 69-page, 814 x
11 publication and illustrated with
plenty of photographs. It’s available
from the company at 113 S. Monroe-

- Siding Road, Xenia, OH 45385 for
$1.50 postpaid. Foreign jumpers should
send $1.50 plus enough money to cover .
air mail postage for eight ounces.

The RW Shop of Brookline, N.H.,
has also recently released a new catalog.
It has 62 pages of parachutes and
related equipment is also amply il-
lustrated. A copy costs two dollars, sent
_to Route 13, Brookline, NH 03033.

Insurance and
Financial Services
for the Professional
and Business Owner

Business owners and self-employed pro-
fessionals have particular insurance and
financial needs. Lewis D. Jacobs & Associates
is a consulting and brokerage firm that
specializes in offering a broad range of plans
and services to meet your specific needs
perfectly.

And because our company is run by a
skydiver with an MBA in Finance & Accounting
(with additional study in Federal Tax Law), we
really understand the requirements of jumpers
and parachuting-related businesses.

Here is brief list of the services we offer.
Please call collect to discuss how we may be of
service.

Employee Benefit Group Plans — Health,
Life, Disability and Dental

Business Insurance
@ Key Person Insurance
@ Business Continuity Plans —
Corporate Stock Redemption;
Partnership Continuation
@ Estate Planning Coordination

Executive Compensation Plans — Deferred
Compensation; Salary Continuation

Retirement Plans — Profit Sharing; Pensions;
KEOGH Plans

Lewis D. Jacobs
& Associates
ONE WASHINGTON MALL
BOSTON, MASS. 02108
(617) 723-4000

(SCR 7). Other names from the early
days of relative work included Lyle
Cameron, Stan Brown, Pete and John
Negrette, Ron Richards, Paul Gorman,
Deke Dillon, Louie Paproski, Bob
Thompsen, and Don Molitar.

After a day of infrequent and low-
keyed jumps (almost all of which were
Tound stars), the evening meal began,
with Armstrong sparing no expense.
Succulent roast beef and turkey dinners
were heaped on everyone’s plate.
Hungry skydivers dug in.

The partying continued on Sunday,
and jumping continued the same slow
pace as the previous day. The DC-3
blew a brake assembly and sat on the
ground the rest of the day untl it
returned to Perris.

A Twin Beech ran ste’adily, though,
and that was sufficient.

And fitting somehow. The Twin
Beech was the standard “big” jump air-
craft in California in the 1960s, and it
seemed right that one was ﬂymg at Taft
last month.

Another Use
for Video

Parachutists aren’t the only airmen
who are beginning to utilize video recor-
ding systems for training and profit.
Bellas Aviation, an aircraft dealer in
Colorado, is using a mobile recording
van parked near the runway to record
the landings made by student pilots.
Bellas instructors can show pilots
videotapes of their landings within
minutes after touchdown, hopefully
speeding up the learning process.

The company charges $12 for three
landings and $2 for each additional lan-
ding.

Thanksgiving .

e Warm-up & Registration for Training Camp
e RW Training Camp—3$ 100 fee plus jumps
@ Perris Valley’s Turkey Boogie

November 21
November 22 - 26
November 27 - 30

The Training Camp

Who should attend? Beginners, intermediates, advanced, and relative work
instructors—you’ll learn at your own skill level. At last year’s training camp,
27% were ‘‘beginners’™”, averaging about 30-210 relative work jumps each.
About 20% were “‘B-Intermediates”’, with 70-400 RW jumps, and 33 % were
‘“‘C-Intermediates’” averaging 160-800 jumps. The rest came to learn how to be
RW instructors (avg. 300-2100 jumps) and to pick up on some hot new freefall
ideas for themselves.

You rate your own relative work abilities, and jump with “‘teams’’ of others at
your level or skill who are interested in the same thing you are—good relative
work and challenging skydives. :

What will you get? For your $100 fee for the Training Camp, you'll receive
freefall instruction via daily lectures, Q&A sessions and in-air observation.
You'll learn RW skills and awareness; youw’ll learn how to make your dirt dives
more productive. You’ll learn basic body positions, physical conditioning, and
pick up handy tips on how gear and jumpsuits work to aid (and hinder) your
performance. Through lectures and freefall experience, you'll find out how the
attitude of joy in freefall leads to perfect flight. You'll practice the techniques of
no-contact relative work, and find out there is no “‘mystery’” to Skydancing.

. And there's more . . . canopy RW techniques, video tecording of exits and
in-air, copies of The Art of Freefall Relative Work and United We Fail.

A% Perris Valley
Relatlve Work

Symposium

. Friday, November 21 thru Sunday, November 30

PAT WORKS & FRIENDS

There’s something for everybody at Southern California’s hottest Skydiving
place this Thanksgiving . . . whether you’re a novice or have several hundred
or even thousand skydives under your belt. Maybe you're in charge of student
training at your home DZ . . . come to Perris and learn how you can capitalize
on incorporating relative work instruction into your program.

The Boogie

Scrambles by skill level with ““the best” Boogie Mechanics (instructors). Our in-
structors, averaging 1000-2500 jumps each, are from teams like Visions, Magic,
USAPT ““The Golden Knights” . . . all of them dedicated to building skydives
that are FUN as well as instructive.

Mega loads, WSCR’s, skydancing, canopy stacks, hot sequential . . . and more.

“T want you to come to my Perris Valley RW Training Camp this Thanksgiv-
ing. Even though I may be grounded by my injuries at Richmond this past sum-
mer, I will bave plenty of qualified belp with the in-air instruction. I've done
these camps in several countries over the past four years, and bave learned the
best way to teach relative work.

“I can relate tecbmques to you that would normally take many jumps fo

learn by trial and error.’ g

PRE-REGISTRATION FOR THE CAMP IS SUGGESTED.
PHONE PERRIS VALLEY AT (714) 657-3904, OR PAT WORKS AT (714) 990-0369.

RW CAMP CREDO

Attendees are asked to follow our simple rules. Among them:

e In order to do good relative work, everyone must make as many
relative work jumps as they can.

e In order to do good RW in the air, everyone must do good RW on the
ground.

e Perfection of flight is the highest goal, and all camp parueipants will
work together to achieve that goal.

® You will communicate what you learn to others.

Pat Works, chief instructor, has conducted training camps and RW seminars in Ger-
many, France, Switzerland, England and his home DZ at Perris Valley. He has been
jumping since 1961, and has made more than 2500 skydives. Author of The Azt of
Freefall Relative Work and United We Fall, Pat personally believes that newcomers to
the sky deserve the knowledge and learning experience that has gone before them.

Works is also the designer of the Works Wing Flightsuit for clean no-contact relative
work. Developed over the past three vears, and with different test prototypes, the
Works Wing suit falls smoother and faster with perfect balance for “‘natural’® body
position in freefall. Ask your equipment dealer for a free owners manual. Manufac-
tured by DAR Enterprises, P.0. Box 3044, Newport Beach, CA 92663. Design © 1979
by Pat Works.
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Disagrees With Editorial

I disagree- with your idea about
charging $100 for a FJC (first jump

course.) Skydiving, Editorial, Issug-

£11))

I pay my instructors $12 per head. I
charge the student $45 for the course
and make money. It is not necessary to
charge what everyone else does. . .that’s
bad business. I charge what it costs plus
a reasonable profit. I also have substan-
tially lower attrition rate compared to
neighboring drop zones, which turns in-
to longterm gain.

Most drop zones lose money on high
lifts because they have to use it as a draw
for experienced jumpers. This system
runs into difficulty with the current gas
prices. Then they have to rip-off the
beginners by either running an assembly
line or charging an exorbitant rate (like
$100 for a first jump course).

I've been in the DZ business since
1965 and make a living at it. T have
found from past experience that no lift
should be a loser and the same amount
of gross margin should be applied to all
rates.

Gene Mike Bland
Clemmons, N.C.

Protests Eustis Headline

As an old newsman, I concede that

. The story (reporting a raid on a Eustis,

Fla., drop zone that came up empty)
was a fair one. But whoever wrote the
headline “Smuggling Activities Found
at DZ” did a careless and irresponsible
job, and I know from years of ex-
perience that most readers draw their
takeaway impressions from the
headline.

I know Jimmy Godwin (owner of the
DZ) and it is pretty hard to imagine his
being a party to that type of operation.

George McCulloch
POPS 102
Syracuse, N.Y.

He wasn’t, nor did we intend the
headline to imply he was. A
typographical error resulted in the om-
mssion of @ quotation mark that was
supposed to enclose the words “Smuggl-
‘ing Activities.” As the article stated in
the first paragraph, no criminal activity
was taking place anywhere; the sheriff
‘goofed.” Nonetheless, our apologies
for the erroroneous impression the

headline may have created.

DBBOTSEORD ~w

sport parachute center

- HORIZON AERO SPORTS

Open Daily » Early Bird Rates
Full Student Facilities
Camping & Showers on D.Z.

Contact: Horizon Aero-Sports, 1359 Kingsway,

Vancouver, B.C., Canada. Phone: 604-873-2727 or*

604-853-0866.

The 102,800-foot Jump!

jump stories you'll ever read.

The next best thing '
tothe jumpis. . .

THE SKYDIVING BOOK

The moh who flew like a bat!
When 76,000 feet is barely enough!

A Peak Experience at 6:45 A.M.!

“‘The Skydiving Dook’’ by Thomas Fensch. All the
thrills, chills, humer and mystique of the speorting
world’s vitimate freedom. A treasury of first-hand
narrative, superb fiction, action photography,
personal profiles and the most exciting, outrageous

You'll also get a complete introduction, o guide to |
the jumping loanguage and—if you‘re ready for this—
a frank psychelogical appraisal of the sport’s appeal.

YES; PLEASE SEND ME __  COPY(IES) OF
“‘THE SKYDIVING DOOK'’ for $10.00 each.

I have also enclosed $1 ea. postage and handling.
(Calif. add 60¢ sales tax) Total Amount $

A terrific

Christmas

gift idea A
Address
City

State

- Mail to Skydiving, P.O. Box 189, Deltona, Fia. 32725

Zip

More Defense of Godwin

Your headline makes a positive state-
ment that smuggling activities were
“found” at the DZ, but the contents of
the rest of the article show plainly that
these smugglers were apparently a
group of jumpers making night jumps.

How you can allow an article like this
to be printed with no apparent truth to
the aspersions as written is just

- unbelievable. Yet people will read the

headlines and go on to another article
and will just assume that Jimmy's a
smuggler!

Thomas J. Morrison
Ambler, Penn.

More on Pope Valley

Excellent article on Pope Valley in
Issue #11.

But after 20 years of jumping, I
doubt Pope Valley's decline was caused
by any one person (e.g. Bill Dause). Ray
Ferrell hit upon the truth with his com-
ment, “People forgot skydiving was sup-
posed to be fun, The skydiving got so
sophisticated it was hard to get on loads
if you weren’t there every weekend...
folks. became more particular about
who they took on their loads. The
skydiving was very serious.”

Hopefully here in Hawaii people will
continue to be reminded that skydiving
is supposed to be fun, and that when
groups start getting real “serious” about
their fun, only cliques and splinter
groups develop to the detriment of
all. When we get it clear that “jumping
is fun” versus “what and how I do it is
better than what and how you do'it,” an
environment of non-intimidating re-
creation develops, for the enjoyment of
all. :

Dean Frazier
Honolulu, Hawaii

Skydiving

BELT BUCKLE

Cast from metal,

these hefty
buckles fit standard 12" belts.

Available in two finishes.
Perfect gifts. Satisfaction
guaranteed — return your

order within 30 days for a full
refund. Prompt shipment.
F----------q

SKYDIVING NEWSMAGAZINE l
P.0. Box 189 e Deitona, FL 32725 USA

Please send me —_ Skydiving
buckles as checked below.

[ Steel finish: $8.95 ppd.

1 Copper finish: $9.95 ppd.

Name

Address.
City
Forsign residents please add $1 per buckle for postage.

Florida residents add 4% sales tax. =
[ BN N N B N B N N.- § |

State Zip

Objection to ‘Buddy’ Jump

Richard Laniel's parachute jump
with his daughter attached to his
harness seems to be a selfish publicity
stunt, demonstrating very little respon-
sibility towards the little girl’s welfare.
She is not even old enough to object to
participating in the stunt in which she is
the principal character.

Duncan Grant
CSPA
Ottawa, Ontario

The photo showed Lanzel exiting an azr-
craft with his two-year-old daughter in a
small harness attached to his.

More on CRW Firsts

Here is something that may be of in-
terest to parachuting history buffs:

On May 21, 1977, a 4-stack was built
over Pope Valley, Calif., by Sparky
Gregory, Raul Torres, Tom Warner
and myself. We didn’'t know about
docking from below, so we built it from
the bottom up with Sparky docking on
the top of the 3-stack to complete it.
(Spark and Tom went on to build the
first canopy diamond with Chuck Drake
and Marty Martin some months later.)

These are just two feats of many that
helped contribute to the growth of

“CRW. I certainly commend jumpers

elsewhere— Florida, the Northeast and
out here—for the significant contribu-
tions they made, too.

Bob Bonitz
Mountain View, Calif.

Skydiving’s “Letters” column 7s the place to
publish your tips, suggestions, announcements,
observations, corrections and amplifications.

Send your letters to Skydiving, P.O. Box 189,
Deltona, Fla. 32725. Generally, letters cannot be
acknowledged or returned. Skydiving reserves the
privilege of editing a letter to meet space re-
quirements.

Movies and posters by Carl Boenish.
Write for free brochure.
SKY DIVE! » WINGS « MASTERS OF

THE SKY e SKY CAPERS
PHOTO-CHUTING ENTERPRISES
12619 S. Manor Dr,
Hawthorne, California 90250

2136780163

Skydiving

WINDOW STICKER

This attractive sticker is printed in two colors
of bright transparent ink. Tt looks great
applied to inside of any window. A perfect
little gift to enclose in a letter to a fellow
skydiver. Durable mylar base, 3%z x 4% in.
$2 each, three for $5, eight for $10 postpaid.

Send cash, check or money order today to:

Skydiving
P.O. Box 189 ® Deltona, FL 32725 U.S.A.




___Editorial

Fanning the Flames

Recently there has been a lively debate among manufacturers, instructors and
experienced jumpers that will probably intensify in the next few months. The sub-
Jject concerns designing a piece of gear (or a procedure) and taking into account
the fact that it will likely be used by a skydiver who is not trained to use it
properly. Or the new design is different from the ‘‘standardized” way of doing
things, and this might confuse the jumper in the air. The outcome of this debate is
of concern to all of us. -

One side of the argument goes like this: Equipment shoud be designed for the
‘‘least common denominator,’” the jumper who is either undertrained, under-
supervised or ‘incapable. The location of ripcords, for instance, should be
standardized on all rigs. Canopies that require heads-up techniques to land cor-
rectly shouldn’t be sold. Accelerated training programs invite disaster.

The other side of the argument can be summed up in this way: Experienced
jumpers should be able to buy and use hard-to-handle gear if they choose to do so
— just like a motoreyclist can buy a tempermental crotch rocket off the showroom
floor. Manufacturers shouldn’t be forced to build standardized gear for two
reasons: such design restrictions limit innovation, and because the so-called ‘‘tried
and true’’ way of doing something may not be so hot after all — a new method
might be safer.

The debate is emotional and complex. One side seemé_ to be preaching safety
but holding up progress. The other side wants to march off into the future at a
faster pace, even if it kills a few jumpers with half-baked ideas.

This debate has raged on and off since our sport began and it probably won’t
ever be completely resolved. But I think it’s one that should be intensified right
now. Manufacturers, instructors and concerned jumpers should be collecting the
information to support their particular argument, and they should be willing to
present it openly for scrutiny and discussion. What are the advantages of a reserve
ripcord of the same type and location on all rigs? What are the disadvantages? For
that matter; what is the best location, anyway?

As we've said here before, intelligent and open discussion is a crucial element of
our sport. The process helps up pick the best path past complex issues that defy
easy solutions. This is one of those complex issues.

The outcome of this debate will affect every participant of our sport, the crusty
skygod as well as the wet-behind-the-ears novice. But’s let’s get on with it.
: , —MFT

_

SUBSCRIBER
SERVICE

New Order or Renewal

To start a subscription or extend your current
subscription to Skydiving, enter your name and

address below and check the subscription term.
. you prefer.
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Street
City = State Zip

[ 24 Issues: $15.95 [ 12 Issues: $9.95
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Gift Subscription
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An open letter to the subscribers of Skydiving:

Dear Subscriber:

Lately we’ve received inquiries from several subscribers asking why
they aren’t getting their issues of Skydiving on time. Many think that the
post office is slipping up. :

We wish we could blame the post office. Actually, it’s our fault why
you're getting Skydiving “‘late.” We’ve let our publishing schedule slip
several times over the past year, and the result is the cover date of each
issue is nearly two months behind the delivery date.

Some subseribers are worried, thinking that they won’t receive
complete subscriptions. I'd like to remind you that each subscriber will
receive the number of issues he or she ordered. In other words, if you’ve
signed up for a 24-issue subscription, you’ll receive 24 issues, even
though it may take longer than 24 months to receive them.

And although the cover date is behind, the contents are not. Each
issue of Skydiving brings you the latest news and information we can
gather. (Sometimes we’ve even delayed publication several days to
include a particularly important and late-breaking story. Such delays
have hurt our deadlines, but we think it’s been good for our readers who
want the freshest information possible.) =

It’s embarrassing for us to have let deadlines slip. And I apologize for
the concern it may have caused you. It’s a situation we’re correcting
right now. '

We’ve published 13 issues of Skydiving since the premiere issue last
July. It’s been a hectic but rewarding year, and we appreciate the
support (and patience) of each of Skydiving’s thousands of subscribers.
Our goal is to keep each of you happy — in spite of slipped deadlines.

Sincerely,

Michael Truffer
Publisher
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Classifieds

For Sale

NEW GEAR? Comets, Units, Racers, Wonderhogs, etc., 15%
off. Used gear, too. Hoyt Patton (503) 582-1081. (14)

NEW GEAR, USED GEAR. Lowest prices, fast service — one-
day shipping. Located in East Bay. South Bay Wings & Sales,
4117 Stevenson, Fremont, CA 94578. Satisfaction
guaranteed. : (14)

COMPLETE RIG. Blue/black/white Wonderhog 2, heavy rain-
bow Cloud with white top, new 26’ Security conical, new Sen-
tingl (installed). All less than 100 jumps. Ready to strap on
and boogie. Excelient shape. $1100. Greg Baxter, 418 So.
15th St., Lafayette, IN 47905. (14)

COMPLETE RIG. Wonderhog Sprint with step-in harness with
pilot chute on front of leg strap. Rust and light blug; fits so-
meone 5-7 to 5-10; excellent condition: $300. Unit, white with
red stripes, almost new: $650. Preserve 3, never used: $300.
Or, the whole thing ready to jump: $1225. €Candi Prosser,
(904) 255-9345 after 5 PM EST. (14)

26’ SECURITY LOPO, never fired, diaper with 4-ling release,
Hot Dog pilot chute. Ben Ethridge, 2323 North Forrest Street,
Valdosta, GA 31601. (912) 242-1678. (14)

RUSSIAN 27’ PC, gold and black, 60 jumps, excellent condi-
tion with Hot Dog pilot chute; Mini-System, gold with black
iim, $375. Dave Palmerton, 9305 Hunting Valley Rd.,
Clarence, NY 14031, (716) 741-2780 weekdays. (14)

COMPLETE RIG: All-white Cloud with three stripes on one
side, only 50 jumps; 23’ Tri-con reserve, one jump. and all
goes inta a Strang Eagle. Also with an all-white jumpsuit with
matching three stripes (Brand-eX) and matching helmet. Must
all go complete; I'm getting out. Will also throw in a brand
new Super 8 jump camera with remote and wide angle lens,
cost $125 new. All above for $999.95. Bob, (201) 943-
4733. (14)

NAVY CONICALS, 26 ft., brand new surplus multi-color,
limited supply while they last, still in'mfg. original bag. $175
plus shipping. The RW Shop, Route 131 Brookline, NH 03033,
(603) 673-5867. Master Charge, Visa and American Express
accepied. (11)

WONDERHOG 2, brand new (5 jumps), Navy blue and black,
type & harness, camplete with risers, bag & ripcord: $345.
New Preserve 3, never used: $295. Both for $530, with
reserve freshly packed. Call Mike (904) 789-4212. (h

COMPLETE RIG: Custom Wonderhog, Sprectrum Unit, Joe
Smiith bias lopo, Allimaster IIl, Paralert, outrageaus Silly Suit,
plus more: $1200. Call Ken, (717) 238-0189. (14)

STRATO-STAR, blue & gold, 30 jumps, excellent condition,
short-lined, with slider, TS0'd harness and container for
$400. Write or call Lorenz, Hitchings Road, LaFayette, NY
13084 (315) 677-3217. (13)

SIERRA main canopy in Minisystem backpack. Blue & white
checkerboard. Mint cond., low number of jumps. Call Jim
Maryland, (301) 997-0611. evenings. (14)

COMPLETE RIG, exc. condition: Wonderhog double shorty,
16" harness, red & black, new custom flaps. Strato-Star,
black with red & white stripes, strap pack or new bag if
preferred. 23 rip-stop tricon reserve, diaper deployed, Hot
Dog. All for $775. Custdm matching Silly Suit: $60. Well
cared for. Connie Simpson (305) 298-0506 days, 8B6-5764
£ves. (14)

WONDERHOG 2, blue and black with 5-cell Mini-Foil. Good
condition, asking $650. Medium Silly Suit, 2-piece: $40. Pam
(305) 321-0527. (14)

STRATO-FLYER, white with black trim, excelient condition,
flies well. $125 ppd. Terry Queijo, 137 Airport Drive, Highland
Springs, VA 23075. {804) 737-3886 Eves. (1)

SOUTH BAY WINGS & SALES: East Bay Area new gear and
used gear. Don't delay, call today. Lowest prices, fast
delivery. Call Bill, (415) 490-2250. (14)

RAPID TRANSITS, Preserve IiI's, Units, order in any color.
10% discount, FFI: Jimmy Gadwin (904) 357-7800. (1

WONDERHOG | with Strato-Cloud and National Lopo. Good
condition, one reserve ride, both canopies diaper deployed.
$850. Call Bill, (304) 734-9641 work or (904) 736-1024. (1)

MK 1 PARA-COMMANDER, red, white and biue, some pat-
ches. Hot Dog pilot chute, 26’ Security LoPo, with 4-line
release, Top Secret tandem rig with B-3s, red and gold: All for
$500. North Star 10,000-foot altimeter with chest mount:
$50. 28’ Surplus reserve with T modification: $50. Walt
Taylor, 2346 Bohannon Dr., Santa Clara, CA 95050. (408)
244-7215. (13)

UNIT, solid white. 300 jumps..Call Steve Chalfant, (404)
755-4814. (15)

STRATO-STAR with Hot Dog pilot chute, red, black & gold.
Excellent cond., Z-toggles. $275. Call Mike Newchurch (504)
643-9839 or (504) 863-7054. (13)

PIGLET 23", red & white, 51 jumps, excellent, $325. 26"
Navy conical; 4-line release, excellent, $175. David Teague,
5420 Meadowlake Drive South #3, Memphis, TN 38118.
(901) 794-5561. (23)

COMPLETE RIG: Classiflyer, 26" Navy (new) 3-hole, Para-
Plane Cloud with new lines and slider. Excellent condition,
quit jumping, less than 50 jumps. $750. Jim Cone, (716)
872-5580 eves., (716) 872-3905 days. (14)

PARA-FOIL. 5-cell standard weight, excellent condition. No
reasonable offer refused, proceeds to Freakbrother #1's
book. Contact West at Para-Gear: (312) 678-5905. ()

DEALERS WISHING TO SELL SUPER COLORS and other things
are welcome to contact PAI for details. (Refer to fullpage color
ad in this issue.) (h

SENTINELS, compiete: $160. 24' reserves, w/conlainer:
$85; 26’ Navy conicals, new: $165. Strato-Star, Clark rig,
with 3-ring and hand deploy, 26 conical: $500. 24’ reserves
in Pop-Top chest mount: $110. Dennis Foster, 10 AM-6 PM:
(813) 536-7697. Evenings: (813) 522-3578. (13)

RW PG, blue and white, 125 jumps: $250. Security 26’ Lopo:
$225. Condor, red and black, with R-3s, hand deploy: $225.
Total: $625. Rich Mosuoeni, (201) 631-6869 days or (201)
874-4395 eves. (13)

CLASSIFLYER RIG: Fits 26” reserves. Main size for PC or
Cloud: $200. Jim Cone, (716) 872-5580 eves., (716)
872-3905 days. (14)

SURPLUS MA-1s: $10; M-18 Smoke: §7; Water Gear: $14;
New.trim tabs: $15; Zoo Toggles: $15; 36” H/D pilot chutes:
$20; sliders: $15; deployment bags: $20; hook knives: $5; -
3-ring risers: $22; large gear bags: $20; packing mats: $8;
wallets: $7.50; organizers: $12.50. Custom colors on most
items. Complete line of new, surplus and used gear at low
prices. Complete rigging services. Gravitee Shop, 13001
Belcher Rd. So. #C-19, Largo, FL 33540. (813) 536-7697
(Dennis). (13)

R_ig_ging Services

FAA DESIGNATED PARACHUTE RIGGER EXAMINER for back,
chest and seat types. FAA Loft No: 701-62, P.0. Box 68,
Nelson, GA 30151 (404) 291-2341. (13)

METAL MARTIN-BAKER RIPCORD HANDLE AND IDIOT-PROOF
RIPCORD POCKET for Wonderhogs originally- equipped with
blast handle. Installs in minutes without sewing or replacing
ripcard housing or opening reserve. $25 outright or $15 ex-
change with your ripcord. Handle only on your ripcord: $9.
Pocket only: $6. Add $1 postage; add 5% tax in Texas. The
Swoop Shop, 401 E. Fawnridge Dr., Austin, TX 78753. (512)
251-3803. (13)

PARA-CRAFT, INC. Complete line of new equipment, also
many used canopies, harnesses/confainer, etc. Fulltime
Master and Senior Riggers. Finest quality square and round
canopy repair. Very reasonable prices. 1324 Fraser Dr.,
Fayetteville, NC 28303 (919) 864-5390. (19)

SENIOR RIGGER’S COURSE. Includes chest and back during
two very full weekends in January at the FAA-certificated loft
of Dave DeWoif. FMI: Dave DeWolf. 26 W. Bainbridge St.,
Elizabethtown, PA 17022. (717) 367-0808. (14}

Miscellaneous

HACKY SACK FOOTBAGS. The game of cooperation and coor-
dination. Send for yours today! Satisfaction guaranteed.
$6.00 ppd. Hacky Sack, P.0. Box 4225, Boulder, CO 80306.

(13)

1957 CESSNA 182. 480SMOH, 2850TTAF, MK 12 ADF, in-

-flight door setup for jumping. Excellent Imron paint. SKYDIVE

painted under wings. (318) 343-6018.
1956 CESSNA 182. Disassembling parts: Engine, wings,
frame. Call Franco Rossi, {716) 482-1257 or write 136 Char-

wood Cir., Rochester, NY. {0D)

(15)
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: Own and operate Beech 18 at
Florida DZ in winter and up North in summer. Call Jimmy God-
win, (904) 357-7800. : (1)

16mm CAMERAS: N-6 gun camera with C-mount, 17mm lens,
12-24-48 fps: $150. N-6 gun camera with factory 17mm lens,
16-32-64 fps: $100. N-9 gun camera, 50' magazine,
C-mount, 16-32-64 fps: $400. Beaulieu R-16, two nicads with
charger, 20 to 80 zoom, 12mm lens, helmet and Newten ring
sight: $1200. Mike Sisemore, Box 305, Locust Grove, OK
74352. (918) 479-8750 or (918) 434-2449. (13)

BODY FLYING The Textbook, a book you should not be
without! Send $9.00 check or money order to Paraski, 2156
Stern Dr., Napa, CA 94558. (14)

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Quantities from one
piece. Made to suit your design, any size, shape or colors.
Send 28¢ postage for prices and ordering information. Hein
Specialties, Dept. D223, 4202 N Drake, Chicago, lllinois
60619 . (23)

OLD MAGAZINES. Current, extinct, US/foreign,
parachuting/aviation, buy/sell. Write: Jim Vallendar, 8989
Pierce Road, Freeland, MI 48623. - {14)

STOLEN GEAR: Two brand new Student Wonderhogs were
stolen from Panola County airport in Mississippi on Sept. 6.
Taken were: Student Wonderhog, all black with Nawy center
flap, serial #3506; with Pioneer 26" Navy reserve, serial
#89177; Piglet 23, yellow and black was main canopy. The

-ather rig is a Student Wonderhog, all black with green center:

flap, serial #3502; 24" Mills ripstop reserve, serial #45962;
Piglet 23 main, white, green and black with damage on data
panel. Both rigs have the Wonderhog student lanyard system.
There are less than 25 of these rigs in use. Reward. Contact
Wick Wilkerson, (901) 332-2927 or 345-4404. (14)

COM. PILOT to fly jumpers in winter at Florida DZ. Rigger’'s
license and Jumpmaster rating preferred. Call Jimmy Gadwin
(904) 357-7800. ()

WANT TO BUY: Worldwide insignias, Skydiver, Airborne,
Special Forces, Rangers, Parachutist Wings. Will exchange
Skydiver, Hang glider magazines for insignias. Tony Peralta,
2125-7 Ave., Yuma, AZ 85364. (13)

DroP Zones

LET US PLAN YOUR VACATION. Skydiving, hang gliding,
kayaking, rock climbing, spelunking. Skydiving instruction
with safest and most advanced equipment. No static line or
ripcords, Single point emergeney handle. Harness hold
jumps. High Adventure Sperts, Inc., 4065 Cummings Hwy.,
Chattancoga, TN 37409. (615) 825-0444. 0]

PALATKA PARACENTER. Twin Beech, two Cessna 182s.
Tuesday through Sunday, dawn to dusk. Master and Senior
riggers, I/E and memorable parties. Hot skydives in the warm
sun. FFl; Norm Ross, (904) 325-9381. Altitude South, Inc.,
Box 1880J, Kay Larkin Airport, Palatka, FL 32077. bl

When in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota, skydive at ST.
CROIX VALLEY, 40 miles from St. Paul, Osceola. Wisc.
Cessna 180 and 182. 10 AM fo dark, weekends. {715)
294-2433/2793. (1)

WEST TEXAS SKYDIVERS. Good vibes — good dives. Cessna
206 and 182. Occasional balloon dives. Just east of El Paso.
(915) 852-3554. (15)

Too Late to Classify

UNIT, tan, orange, brown, yellow and green (Natural Lite).
Kevlar lines on 3-ring risers: $475. Joan Barber, R.D. 2, Box
468, Shelby, OH 44875. (419) 347-5329. (14)

UNIT, tan, orange, brown, yellow and green (Natural Lite).
Kevlar lines on 3-ring risers: $475. Joan Barber, R.D. 2, Box
468, Shelby, OH 44875. (419) 347-5329. (14)

STOLEN GEAR: Two brand new -Student Wonderhogs were
stolen from Panola County airport in Mississippi on Sept. 6.
Taken were: Student Wonderhog, all black with Navy center
flap, serial #3506; with Pioneer 26° Navy reserve, serial
#89177; Piglet 23, yellow and black was main canopy. The
other rig is & Student Wonderhog, all black with green center
flap, serial #3502; 24’ Mills ripstop reserve, serial #45962;
Piglet 23 main, white, green and black with damage on data
panel. Both rigs have the Wonderhog student lanyard system.
There are less than 25 of these rigs in use. Reward. Contact
Wick Wilkerson, (901) 332-2927 or 345-4404. (14)

RACER: custom fan cordura, rainbow cap; white Uit & 26’
lopo with 4-line. Al in fine condition. Call Peter, (904)
734-9641. (14)

SAFETY-FLYER — brand new. Call Herb, (609) 663-1275
days, (609) 482-1326 eves. (14)

STRATO-CLOUD, 50 jumps, U.S. Team colors: $400. Dennis
Sattler, 963 Thomas Ave., #2, San Diego, CA 92109 (15)

TO0 MANY SQUARES! Two Handbury 240-ft. 7 cells (10
jumps). Blue, gold and white: $550 each. Gold 252 Lite (30
jumps): $600. Gold Cruisair (25 jumps): $600. Gold Strato-
Star (50 jumps): $400. (213) 695-6624 anytime. (15)

JUMBO PC WANTED by a heavy jumper. Allan Bailey, PO-Box
1253, Manchester, CT-06040. ~(15)
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